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By  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  March  23,  1891, 
Article  18,  Section  14,  it  is  prescribed  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  shall  “prepare  an  Annual  Report, to  be  made  to  the 
“ end  of  December  in  each  year,  comprising  a summary  of  the 
“ action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
“ disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  his  district 
“ generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  con- 
“ tain  an  account  of  the  enquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to  condi- 
“ tions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  his  district,  and  of  the 
“ proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under 
“ the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  so  far  as  such  jiroceedings  relate 
“ to  those  conditions  ; and  also  an  account  of  the  supervision 
“ exercised  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary  purposes  over 
“ places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authorities  have  power  to 
“ regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results  of  any  proceedings  which 
“ may  have  been  so  required  and  taken  in  respect  of  the  same 
“ during  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  record  the  action 
“ taken  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year,  in  regard  to 
“ offensive  trades,  to  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops,  and  to 
“ factories  and  workshops.  The  report  shall  also  contain 
“ tabular  statements  (on  forms  to  be  supplied  by  the  Local 
“ Government  Board,  or  to  the  like  effect)  of  the  sickness  and 
“ mortality  within  the  district,  classified  according  to  diseases, 
“ ages,  and  localities.” 

By  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  “ the  Medical 
“ Officer  of  Health  must  himself  send  a copy  of  the  Annual 
“ Report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  one  to  the 
“ County  Council.” 

By  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  of  1901,  “ the  Medical  Officer 
“is  now  required  to  specifically  report  on  the  administration  of 
“ that  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces  in  his  district,  and  to 
“ send  a copy  of  the  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State.” 


BOROUGH  OF  ASTON  MANOR. 


Office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Council  House, 

March,  1905. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  a report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  of  Aston  Manor  for  the  j'-ear  ending  Dec.  31st,  1904. 

The  past  year  lias  been  particularly  uneventful,  and  with  the 
exception  of  an  increase  in  infantile  summer  diarrhoea  mortality  and 
of  whooping  cough,  it  has  been  a fairly  healthy  one.  This  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  less  infectious  disease  has  been  notified  than  in  any 
other  year  since  the  Notification  Act  came  into  force  in  1890,  and 
that  the  number  of  deaths,  except  from  the  two  diseases  previously 
mentioned,  has  been  comparatively  low,  the  death  rate  for  the 
Borough  being  15-8  per  thousand. 

Only  three  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred.  Typhoid  Fever  has 
been  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  four  years.  Diphtheria 
has  also  shown  gradual  diminution,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  has  markedly  declined. 
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Tlie  principal  statistical  memoranda  are  given  below  for  ready 


reference  : — 

Area  in  acres  . . . . . . . . . . 943 

Estimated  mean  population  . . . . . . 80,303 

Population  at  census,  1901  . . . . . . 77,310 

Birth  I'ate,  ])er  thousand  living  . . . . 29- 1 

Death  rate,  per  thousand  living  . . . . 15-8 

Average  birth  rate  for  ten  years,  1894-1903  32  2 

Average  death  rate  for  ten  years,  1894-1903  15-5 

Death  rate  from  zymotic  diseases  . . . . 2 9 

Deaths  under  one  year  to  one  tliousand  births 

(z.e.,  infantile  death  rate)  . . . . 187 


Rateable  value  (for  general  district  rate)  . . £225,408 
Rateable  value  (for  poor  rate)  . . . . £273,440 

Site,  Soil,  and  Elevation  of  Aston  Manor. 

I cpiote  below  a paragraph  on  the  physical  features  and  character 
of  the  district,  which  appeared  in  my  annual  report  for  1900,  and  for 
which  I was  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  0.  H.  Jack,  F.G.S. 

“ Aston  Manor,  both  geographically  and  geologically,  is  particu- 
“ larly  well  situated,  built  as  it  is  upon  a hill,  the  backbone  of  which 
“ fairly  coincides  with  Victoria  Road.  The  highest  point  in  Aston 
“ Manor  is  437  feet  above  the  sea,  and  the  lowest  305  feet.  The 
“ surface  geology  is  made  up  of  clean  red  sand  with  bands  of  marl, 
“ and  in  low-lying  districts,  areas  of  running  sand  are  encountered 
“ which  have  been  the  source  of  considerable  anxiety  to  your 
‘ ‘ Surveyor’s  Department  in  more  than  one  instance ; these  loose  strata 
are  the  result  of  the  denudation  of  the  lower  beds  of  the  New 
Red  Sandstone  formation  (Bunter).  On  an  average  the  sand 
“ becomes  more  coherent  at  a depth  of  12  feet,  passing  gradually  into 
“ sandstone  rock.  These  rocks  were  laid  down  at  that  remote 
‘‘  period  when  Central  England  was  the  site  of  an  inland  sea,  which 
“ (unlike  the  town  now  built  on  what  was  its  sandy  bottom)  was 
‘‘  practically  tenantless.  The  salt  at  Droitwich  and  Stafford  was 
“ deposited  from  these  briny  waters.  The  only  exposure  of  these 
Triassic  rocks  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Aston  Manor  is 
at  Gravelly  Hill,  where  the  red  sandstone  rises  above  the  surface. 
The  red  colour  is  due  to  the  presence  of  atdiydrous  ])eroxide  of  iron.” 

Population. 

The  ])opulation  of  Aston  Manor  as  estimated  by  the  Reyistrar- 
Gencral  at  the  middle  of  1904  was  80,303,  an  increase  of  94()  on  the 
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oorrosponding  period  of  1903,  wlien  if  was  79,417.  Tlio  estimate  is 
calculated  ou  the  rate  of  increase  during  the  last  inter-censal  period 
of  1892-1901,  and  is  a method  of  calculation  wliich,  as  mentioned  in 
jirevious  reports,  is  ai^plicable  to  most  growing  towns,  but  tliis 
borough  being  nearly  built  upon,  and  not,  therefoi’e,  extending  as 
many  other  snburbs  are,  its  po])ulation  is  probably  over-estimated. 
As  stated  in  ])i'evious  years,  a (juinquennial  census  would  greatly 
i'('duee  this  rnai'gin  of  error,  which  incroa.ses  each  year  durirtg 
the  decenniurn,  and  would  facilitate  the  rnor'C  accurate  compilation 
of  vital  statisti(!s. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  houses  and  the  population  for 
the  district  at  the  last  six  census  enumerations  : — 


Year. 

Totat 

Housee. 

Houses 

Void. 

7>  bL 

OJ  c 

:=  *0 
c “ 

— £ 

I Inliabited 
Houses. 

No.  of  Persons 

1 per  Inhabited 
House. 

Population 

1 Density. 

1851 

1 ,437 

105 

23 

1,309 

4-9 

6,426 

6-8 

1861 

3,562 

173 

45 

3,344 

4-9 

16,337 

173 

1871 

7,662 

651 

83 

6,928 

4-9 

33,948 

36-0 

1881 

11,830 

1,158 

98 

10,583 

5T 

53,842 

56T 

1891 

14,689 

653 

147 

13,889 

4-9 

68,639 

72-7 

1901 

16,776 

616 

31 

16,129 

4-8 

77,316 

82-0 

The  following  table  gives  the  enumerations  of  the  houses  by 
the  Education  Committee  for  the  past  two  years  : — 


HOUSES. 

Uninhabited 

Total 

Number 

Year. 

Inhabited. 

In 

Occupation. 

Not  in 
Occupation. 

Building. 

of 

Dwelling 

Houses. 

190.3 

16,.340 

230 

492 

4 

17,066 

1904 

16,2.30 

234 

64 1 

14 

17,119 
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Births. 

Tlie  number  of  birtbs  registered  during  tlie  year  was  2,336. 
Of  tliese,  1 , ] 90  were  males,  and  1 , 1 46  females.  The  birth  rate  for  the 
past  year  was  291,  being  slightly  in  excess  of  that  for  1903.  This 
birth  rate,  although  31  below  the  average  of  Aston  Manor’s  birth 
rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  compares  favourably  with  the  Regis- 
trar General’s  1904  returns  for  England  and  Wales  which  was 
27-9  ; for  the  76  great  towns  it  was  29-1,  and  for  the  142 
smaller  towns  27'5  per  1,000  living. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  Aston  Manor  during  1904  was 
1,136,  as  compared  with  1,031  duringl903.  Of  these  deaths  561  were 
males  and  575  females.  This  does  not,  however,  represent  the  total 
mortality  during  the  year,  for  to  these  deaths  should  be  added  the 
deaths  of  Aston  Manor  residents  occurring  in  various  public  institu- 
tions which  receive  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  borough,  but 
are  situated  beyond  its  boundaries.  In  most  towns  there  is  a 
corresponding  deduction  to  be  made  for  deaths  of  non-residents 
dying  in  public  institutions  in  the  town,  but  as  Aston  Manor  has  not 
any  institutions  of  this  kind  within  its  borders,  no  such  deduction 
can  be  made  here.  These  “ outside  ” deaths  number  141,  viz.,  81 
males,  and  60  females,  and  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


General  Hospital,  Birmingham  ...  . . 41 

Children’s  ,,  ,,  . . . . 9 

Queen’s  ,,  ,,  ....  2 

Ear  and  Throat  ,,  ,,  . . . . 1 

Homoeopathic  ,,  ,,  . . . . 1 

Workhouse  Infirmary,  Erdington  . . . . 61 

.1 affray  Hospital  ,,  ,,  . . . . 1 

County  Asylum,  Hatton  . . . . . . 13 

Aston  Manor  Scarlet  Fever  Hospital,  Perry. . 

Barr  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Other  places  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

141 


With  these  additions,  tlie  total  number  of  deaths  occurring 
among  persons  belonging  to  Aston  Manor  during  1904  was  1,277, 
viz.,  642  males  and  635  females,  as  compared  with  1,179  during  the 
])receding  year. 


Chart  showing  the 


Annual  Birth  Rate  of  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  32  years  (1873-1904). 
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Chart  showing  the  Annual  Death  Rate  op  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  32  years  (1873-1904). 
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The  death  rate,  therefore,  for  Aston  Manor,  calculated  on  the  gross 
luunber  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  borough,  is  15-8,  as  compared  with 
14-8  in  1903,  and  the  death  rate  based  upon  the  numbers  of  deaths 
registered  in  the  borough  is  14- 1,  as  compared  with  12-9  during  the 
preceding  year.  The  general  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1904  was  16  •2. 

This  increased  death  rate  is  attributable  to  a higher  infantile 
mortality,  chiefly  due  to  summer  diarrhoea  and  whooping  cough. 
Nevertheless,  the  death  rate  for  1904  based  upon  the  number  of 
deaths  registered  in  the  borough  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
average  of  that  particular  death  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years, 
viz.,  15-5.  It  is  not  possible  to  institute  such  a comparison  regarding 
the  gross  deaths  belonging  to  the  borough,  as  it  was  only  in  my  last 
annual  report  that  I was  able  for  the  first  time  to  include  with  any 
degree  of  completeness  those  deaths  of  Aston  Manor  residents  which 
occurred  outside  the  district. 

The  table  on  page  13  shows  among  other  details  the  annual 
death  rates  for  Aston  Manor  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  average 
death  rate  for  the  years  1894-1903.  The  deaths  registered  in  the 
borough  during  1904  have  been  classified  according  to  the  causes 
from,  and  ages  at,  which  they  occurred,  on  pages  54  and  55  of  this 
report,  while  on  page  56  the  gross  deaths  are  tabulated  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  proportion  which  the  mortality  at  various  ages  bears  to  the 
total  number  of  deaths  during  1904  is  as  follows  : — 


Under  1 year 

34-3  per 

cent. 

of  the  total 

deaths 

1 to  5 years 

14-9 

) J > > 

9 9 

5 to  15  ,, 

2-9 

9 9 9 9 

99 

15  to  25  „ 

3-5 

>> 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

25  to  45  „ 

11 

9 9 9 9 

99 

45  to  65  ,, 

16-4 

}} 

9 9 9 9 

99 

65  years  and  upw’ds 

17 

9 9 9 9 

99 

100  per  cent. 


Zymotic  Mortality. 

Under  this  heading  all  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  specific 
febrile  or  epidemic  diseases  are  included,  viz.,  smallpox,  scarlet 
fever,  measles,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  typhoid  fever,  and 
diarrhoea,  and  the  zymotic  death  rate  per  1,000  living  is  calculated 
therefrom. 
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The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  1904  was  236,  as  compared 
with  187  in  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was  due  to  the  greater 
number  of  infantile  deaths  registered  from  diarrhceal  diseases  and 
from  whooping  cough,  matters  specially  referred  to  in  the  particular 
sections  of  this  report  relating  to  those  diseases.  The  zymotic 
death  rate  was  2 9 as  compared  with  2 3 during  the  previous  year. 
This  rate  is  -3  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years viz.,  3 2. 


The  zymotic  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1904  was 
1-94  per  1,000  living,  against  1-46  in  1903  {vide  Registrar  General). 
The  following  table  is  included  for  comparison 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Average 
for  Ten 
Years. 

Zymotic  Deaths, 

Aston  Manor 

243 

272 

383 

233 

322 

278 

248 

152 

187 

236 

255 

Zymotic  Death  Rate, 
Aston  Manor 

31 

3-5 

4-8 

2-9 

4-3 

3-6 

3-2 

1-9 

2-3 

2-9 

3-2 

Zymotic  Death  Rate, 
England  and  Wales 

2-14 

218 

2-15 

2-22 

2-21 

2 00 

205 

1.64 

1-46 

1-94 

1-99 

The  table  opposite  shows  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
each  of  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  during  the  past  ten 
years. 


Infiantile  Mortality  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  during  1904  was  438,  being  more  than  one-third  of  the  total 
deaths  registered  during  the  year.  Ten  of  them  occurred,  and  were 
registered,  outside  the  borough.  This  exceeds  by  64  the  number  of 
infantile  deaths  in  1 903,  and  by  1 6 the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years , 
1894-1903,  viz.,  422,  an  average  calculated  on  the  deaths  registered 
in  the  borough  only.  The  infantile  death  rate  is  calculated  on  the 
rate  per  thousand  which  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
bear  to  the  births  registered  during  the  year,  and  was  187  ; the 
average  infantile  death  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  172, 
calculated  on  deaths  registered  in  the  district  only. 


Skvkn  Principal  Zymotic  Diskasks  (1895-1904), 


Totals. 

• • 

S!  a? »- 

e<S2 

5 

273 

114 

168 

152 

357 

1,485 

2,554 

Cases 

Notified. 

76 

3,316 

908 

956 

5,256 

1904. 

1 OO  1-  CD  O CD 

1 r-f  ^ 

236 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

3 

175 

48 

50 

276 

1903. 

Deaths 

Regis- 

tered. 

1 

lO 

1— 1 lo  05  05  •— 1 Q 

(M  ,-(  ^ 

187 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

31 

383 

52 

77 

543 

1902. 

CO 

£ — •0 

C.  Cm 

1 .:+(  00  lO  t>-  >— 1 

1 r— 1 •— 1 -.r 

152 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

7 

361 

62 

76 

506 

1901. 

» z.  • 

ja.S-c 
■g  b£® 

CS  Ml  (h 

1 05  lO  05  (M  00 

1 (M  --H 

248 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

1 

309 

60 

114 

CO 

1900. 

Deaths 

Regis- 

Itered. 

32 

3 

14 

25 

36 

168 

278 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied, 

406 

86 

145 

637 

1899. 

Deaths 

Regis- 

1 tered. 

11 

2 

19 

32 

31 

227 

322 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

128 

78 

185 

391 

1898. 

QD 

5-2 -a 
a 

27 

3 

1 

1 

1 8 

1 

i 

1 

16 

1 

11 

168 

233 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

i 

169 

S3 

108 

360 

1897. 

5.5*9 

1 ^ 'i'  lO  Ol  o ^ 

1 ^ ^ lO 

383 

1 

0)  . . 

So® 

376 

102 

78 

1 

556 

00 

Deaths 

Regis- 
1 tered 

20 

22 

51 

15 

42 

122 

272 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied. 

596 

222 

82 

900 

1895. 

Deaths 

Regis- 

tered, 

OO  ^ <M  CD  O t: 

f-H  l-H  CO  <^2 

! 

243 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied, 

34 

413 

115 

1 

41 

1 

603 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

(Membranous 

Croup) 

Typhoid  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diarrhiea 

Totals  ,.. 
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The  following  are  the  infantile  death  rates  for  the  decennium 
1892-1901,  and  for  the  years  1902,  1903,  and  1904  : — 


1892-1901  (average) 

..  177 

1902 

..  129 

1903 

..  159 

1904 

..  187 

For  England  and  Wales 

..  146 

The  subject  of  infantile  mortality  has  been  engaging  the  serious 
attention  of  many  sanitary  authorities  recently.  A certain  propor- 
tion of  infant  deaths  must  always  remain  inevitable,  as  for  instance 
those  due  to  such  causes  as  premature  birth,  malformations  and  de- 
fects at  birth,  and  inherited  constitutional  weaknesses.  Many 
deaths  among  infants,  however,  are  due  to  causes  more  or  less 
preventable,  and  much  remains  to  be  done  by  municipalities  and  by 
parents  individually  before  the  mortality  among  infants  becomes 
irreducible.  Deprivation  of  breast  milk,  and  the  improper  feeding 
which  is  a consequence  (including  feeding  from  dirty  vessels  or  with 
unsuitable  food)  are  factors  which  contribute  largely  to  the  heavy  death 
rate  among  infants.  The  very  careless  manner  in  which  milk  and 
other  foods  are  left  uncovered  in  many  homes,  especially  among  the 
poorer  classes,  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  dirt,  dust,  germs,  and  to  flies 
and  other  contamination,  is  almost  incredible,  and  this,  together 
with  personal  and  general  uncleanliness,  also  contributes  its 
quota  to  the  avoidable  sacrifice  of  infant  life.  Especially  is 
this  the  case  as  regards  diarrhoeal  mortality,  milk  being  a medium 
by  which  germs  are  conveyed  and  cultivated,  particularly  in  the 
heat  of  summer. 

It  is  customary  in  many  towns  to  arrange  for  the  distribution 
to  parents  of  leaflets,  whenever  a birth  is  registered,  giving  advice 
and  recommendations  re  infant  feeding,  and  the  desirability  of  doing 
so  in  Aston  Manor  was  under  the  consideration  of  your  Health 
Committee  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Further,  now  that  the  education 
authorities  are  so  closely  allied  with  the  sanitary  authorities  it  should 
be  practicable  to  arrange  for  some  education  in  the  higher  standard 
of  public  elementary  schools  or  continuation  classes  on  the  impor- 
tance of  personal  cleanliness  and  in  the  elementary  laws  of  public 
health,  and  for  some  instruction  to  the  older  girls  in  the  schools 
(possibly  by  means  of  classes  conducted  by  a female  health  visitor) 
in  regard  to  the  feeding  of  infants. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  Distkict  during  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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Nett  Deaths  at  all  A^es  belong;- 
ing;  to  the  District. 
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The  principal  causes  of  the  438  deaths  among  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  in  Aston  Manor  during  1904  are  as  follow  : — 


Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

..  24 

Measles 

. 

6 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

..  113 

Enteritis  and  Diseases  of  Digestive 

System 

. . 28 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

. . 60 

Debility  and  Marasmus  '. . 

• • ■ 

..  72 

Premature  Birth  . . 

• • • 

..  52 

Congenital  Malformations,  Atelectasis 

and  Injury 

at 

Birth  . . 

..  15 

Convulsions 

. 

..  24 

Suffocation . . , . . . . . 

. 

..  9 

Other  causes 

. 

..  35 

438 

Prevention  of  Disease. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifications  of  356  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  received  from 
medical  men  during  1904,  being  250  less  than  last  year,  and  the 
smallest  number  of  notifications  received  in  any  year  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  in  1890.  The 
fees  for  notifications  for  the  year  amounted  to  £43  8s. 


Casks  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  Each 
Month  of  1904. 


1904. 

a 

cd 

C 

cd 

S 

April. 

1 

J une. 

bb 

S3 

Sept. 

■4^ 

O 

> 

o 

Jz; 

c3 

<3i 

a 

o 

H 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Cholera 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

7 

3 

1 

37 

Memb.  Croup  . . 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

11 

Erysipelas 

8 

6 

6 

7 

2 

1 

4 

4 

8 

11 

6 

11 

73 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

14 

17 

12 

11 

20 

21 

16 

11 

21 

19 

7 

175 

Typhus  Fever... 

Typhoid  Fever 

8 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

2 

5 

7 

5 

3 

4 

50 

Relapsing  Fever 

SimpleCont.  Fev 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

Plague  ... 

Totals 

28 

26 

28 

34 

20 

27 

28 

32 

30 

45 

31 

27 

356 
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During  the  past  year  your  Medical  Officer  lias  obtained  reports 
from  the  sanitary  staff  on  all  these  cases,  and  256  notices  have  been 
sent  to  head  teachers  acquainting  them  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
homes  of  school  children ; 265  houses  were  fumigated  after  infectious 
disease,  278  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  were  disinfected  in  the 
apjjaratus,  and  249  premises  stripped  and  cleansed  after  the  conva- 
lescence or  removal  of  infectious  cases;  120  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
occurring  in  the  district  were  admitted  to  your  Infectious  Hospital. 


Infkctious  Disrases  Notified  in  Aston  Manor  since  the 
Adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  in  1890. 


YEAR. 

Sniallpo.\. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

i 

Erysipelas. 

1 Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Simple  Con- 
tinued Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

CQ 

o 

H 

1890  ... 

(Six  Monthi) 

— 

32 

6 

56 

305 

28 

— 

2 

429 

1891  ... 

— 

44 

2 

38 

336 

44 

O 

O 

6 

473 

1892  ... 

— 

44 

1 

83 

406 

57 

1 

6 

598 

1893  ... 

126 

47 

5 

83 

214 

121 

6 

12 

614 

1894  ... 

202 

44 

14 

80 

136 

35 

— 

6 

517 

1895  ... 

34 

109 

6 

98 

413 

41 

- - 

4 

705 

1896  ... 

— 

204 

18 

78 

596 

82 

— 

10 

988 

1897  ... 

— 

90 

12 

67 

376 

78 

3 

4 

630 

1898  ... 

— 

73 

10 

68 

169 

108 

1 

4 

433 

1899  ... 

— 

68 

10 

62 

128 

185 

1 

— 

454 

1900  ... 

— 

82 

4 

87 

406 

145 

2 

12 

738 

1901  ... 

1 

50 

10 

79 

309 

114 

— 

6 

569 

1902  ... 

7 

58 

4 

68 

361 

76 

— - 

5 

579 

1903  ... 

31 

44 

8 

59 

383 

77 

— 

4 

606 

1904  .. 

3 

37 

11 

73 

175 

50 

— 

7 

356 

Totals 

404 

1026 

121 

1079 

4713 

1241 

17 

88 

86  9 

Ward  Distribution  of  Cases  of,  and  Deaths  from  Smallpox,  Diphtheria  (and  Membranous  Croup), 

Scarlet  Fever,  and  Typhoid  Fever. 
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The  following  is  a Table  of  the  Ages  at  which  all  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
1004  occurred: — 
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Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. 

It  will  be  convenient  in  this  report  to  deal  with  both  these 
diseases  under  the  same  heading,  rather  than  separately,  because 
both  were  increasedly  prevalent  at  the  same  period  of  the  year,  and 
the  special  preventive  action  in  the  direction  of  school  closure  was 
taken  on  account  of  the  simultaneous  prevalence  of  both  diseases  in 
connection  with  the  schools  concerned. 

As  in  previous  years,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Education  Committee,  I have  been  supplied  by  the  Attendance 
Officers  of  that  Committee  with  weekly  returns  of  the  number  of 
children  absent  from  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  borough 
through  such  infectious  but  non-notifiable  diseases  as  measles,  chicken- 
pox,  whooping  cough,  etc.  From  these  returns  it  was  apparent 
during  the  whole  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  that  there  was  an 
increased  prevalence  of  whooping  cough  and  measles  in  the  borough 
This  was  also  evident,  as  regards  the  former  disease,  from 
the  number  of  deaths  registered  therefrom  during  that  period. 
The  system  of  excluding  from  school  all  children  whose  homes  are 
infected  with  either  of  these  diseases,  which  has  been  carried  out  for 
some  years  in  Aston  Manor  as  explained  in  previous  reports,  has  been 
continued  during  the  year.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  during  the  month  of  May,  in  consequence  of  the  marked 
incidence  of  these  diseases  in  connection  with  the  infants’  depart- 
ments of  St.  Silas’  Schools  and  St.  Mary’s  (R.C.)  Schools,  to  write  to 
the  managers  (on  May  12th  and  20th  respectively),  after  conferring 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee,  recommending  in 
the  former  case  that  the  department  be  closed  forthwith  until  after 
the  Whitsun  holidays,  and  in  the  latter  case  that  the  Whitsun  holi- 
days which  were  then  at  hand  should  be  extended  to  three  weeks. 
Both  recommendations  were  adopted  on  my  certificate,  and  the 
school  rooms  were  fumigated,  the  slates  and  books  used  by  the 
scholars  being  afterwards  disinfected  in  the  Council’s  steam 
disinfector  at  Chester  Street. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  whooping  cough  in  the 
borough  during  the  year  was  56,  of  which  40  occurred  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year.  This  number  of  deaths  is  the  highest  recorded 
from  this  disease  for  at  least  18  years.  With  three  exceptions,  these 
deaths  occurred  in  children  under  five  years  of  age.  On  the  other 
hand,  although  measles  was  increasedly  prevalent  as  already  stated, 
the  number  of  deaths  recorded  therefrom  was  only  16,  being  with  one 
exception  (viz.,  1899,  when  11  deaths  were  recorded),  the  lowest 


number  of  deaths  from  that  disease  since  1893,  indicating  a milder 
type  of  the  disease  than  has  prevailed  in  previous  years.  All  the 
16  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  and  with  one 
exception  they  occurred  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  fact  that  the  fatality  of  these  diseases  is  practically  limited  to 
children  under  five  years  old  suggests  the  inadvisability  of  infants 
being  allowed  to  attend  school  before  they  reach  that  age,  which  is 
the  age  at  which  attendance  at  school  becomes  compulsory. 
In  towns  like  Aston  Manor,  composed  chiefly  of  artizan 
dwellings,  these  young  children  are  frequently  sent  to  school 
because  the  mothers,  who  sometimes  have  to  go  out  to  work,  are  thus 
relieved  of  their  care  for  some  part  of  the  day.  The  later  the  age  at 
which  these  diseases  are  contracted  the  less  likely  are  they  to 
prove  fatal,  and  as  they  are  more  or  less  endemic  among  large  num- 
bers of  children  such  as  attend  our  public  elementary  schools,  the 
wisdom  of  sending  children  to  school  at  an  earlier  age  than  the  law 
demands  is  in  my  opinion  questionable. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I commented  on  the  unconcern  dis- 
played by  many  parents  regarding  measles,  and  submit  below  a 
table  then  introduced  comparing  the  number  of  deaths  from  that 
disease  with  those  from  scarlet  fever,  which  latter  complaint  is 
generally  regarded  much  more  seriously  than  the  former.  The 
increased  mortality  during  1904  from  whooping  cough  having  been 
dealt  with,  I take  the  opportunity  afforded  by  this  table  to  show 
the  number  of  deaths  from  that  disease  during  each  of  the  past  ten 
years,  this  disease  also  being  far  too  lightly  regarded  by  many  parents. 
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Measles 

18 

20 

71 

27 

11 

32 

29 

24 

25 

16 

273 

^Scarlet  Fevei 

11 

22 

14 

4 

2 

7 

15 

18 

19 

7 
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Whooping 

Cough... 

35 

42 

50 

11 

31 

36 

28 

47 

21 

56 
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‘Includes  Aston  Manor  deaths  in  Hospital. 
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From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  notwithstanding  the  mildness  of 
type  above  referred  to,  the  number  of  deaths  from  measles  during  the 
year  is  more  than  double  the  number  of  deaths  from  searlet  fever,  and 
this  relative  proportion  holds  good  in  regard  to  the  total  deaths  from 
these  diseases  during  the  past  ten  years.  If  the  fatality  of  measles, 
as  shown  by  sueh  a table,  were  generally  known  and  a])i)reciated  by 
parents,  it  should  induee  them  to  take  a more  serious  view  of  a 
complaint  which  many  of  them  now  regard  very  lightly,  and  a lesser 
mortality  from  measles  might  then  be  hoped  for. 

The  following  table  shows  the  monthly  number  of  deaths  from 
measles  during  the  past  five  years. 


j Year. 
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§ 

j April. 
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S 

j June. 
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j Oct. 
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j Dec. 
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32 
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— 
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3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

1 

5 

29 

1902 

11 

2 
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— 

— 

2 

— 
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0 

' - 
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— 

24 

1903 

■ — 
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3 

3 

o 

O 
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5 
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1 

3 

25 

1904 
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3 

4 

4 

3 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

The  steady  decline  in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  since  the 
epidemic  of  1896  has  continued.  The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
and  membranous  croup  notified  during  the  year  was  48,  being  the 
lowest  number  of  cases  notified  for  the  past  ten  years.  Four  of  these 
cases  proved  fatal.  The  number  of  cases  during  the  previous  year 
was  52,  with  seven  deaths. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  arrangement  for  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  secretions  from  the  throats  of  persons  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria  has  been  made  greater  use  of  than 
during  any  year  since  its  inauguration  in  1899,  although  the  number 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  has  been  less.  Twenty-one  specimens  of  throat 
secretions  were  sent  by  medical  practitioners  to  the  Birmingham 
University  for  bacteriological  examination,  with  results  as  follows  : — 
four  proved  positive,  one  doubtful,  and  sixteen  negative.  Greater 
efficiency  and  success  might  accrue  from  the  arrangement  for  bacteri- 
ological examination  of  throat  secretions  if  medical  practitioners 


Chart  showing  Weekly  Number  op  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Aston  Manor 

DURING  1904  (red)  and  1903  (black). 
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would  extend  their  investigations  further  and  submit  for  examination 
secretions  from  the  tliroats  of  persons  apparently  convalescent  after 
diphtheria,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  bacteriologicalh'^ 
free  from  infection  before  isolation  is  discontinued  or  disinfection 
recommended  to  be  carried  out. 

I might  here  quote  a paragraph  from  my  last  annual  report, 
viz.  : — 

No  liospital  isolation  has  been  carried  out  in  this  disease,  nor  do  I 
“ tliink  the  complaint  necessitates  special  provision  being  made  at 
“ present,  bearing  in  mind  that  early  diagnosis  is  much  helped  by  bacterio- 
“ logical  examination  of  throat  secretion,  and  more  especially  by  the  fact 
“ that  early  and  efficient  injection  of  anti  toxin  in  most  cases  speedily 
controls  the  disease.  I think  that  anti  toxin — a prophylactic  against 
“ this  complaint,  and  known  to  produce  immunity  for  a period — might 
“ with  advantage  be  more  frequently  injected  in  persons  in  attendance  on 
“ the  patient,  or  exposed  to  direct  infection.” 

The  ward  incidence  of  this  disease  is  shown  in  the  table  on 
page  16. 

Soar  let  Fever. 

This  disease  has  shown  very  marked  diminution  during  1904. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  was  175,  which  is  the  lowest  number  for 
the  past  five  years,  and  less  than  half  the  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  preceding  year.  There  were  seven  deaths  from  scarlet 
fever,  six  of  them  occurring  at  the  Aston  Manor  Scarlet  Fever 
Hospital  at  Upper  Witton.  The  case  mortality,  i.e.,  the  percentage 
of  deaths  to  notified  cases,  for  the  year  was  4 per  cent.,  as  against 
5 per  cent,  during  1903,  when  there  were  383  cases  and  19  deaths. 

The  ward  distribution  of  tbe  disease  is  shown  in  the  table  on 
page  16.  The  greatest  incidence  was  in  Brook  Ward,  where  there 
were  40  cases,  and  the  smallest  incidence  was  in  Six  Ways 
Ward,  where  17  cases  occurred.  The  disease  was  not  par- 
ticularly localised  at  any  time.  A record  is  kept  of  the 
schools  attended  by  children  suffering  from,  or  whose  homes  are 
infected  with,  scarlet  fever,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  are  kept 
from  school  until  the  case  is  removed  or  recovered  and  disinfection 
carried  out.  No  school  was  specially  affected  during  the  year,  and 
therefore  there  was  no  school  closure  for  this  disease. 

Of  the  175  cases  notified,  120  were  removed  to  the  Aston  Manor 
Scarlet  Fever  Hospital,  representing  the  removal  of  68  per  cent,  of 
the  notified  cases  in  the  borough.  This  shows  an  inerease  of  3 per 
cent,  on  the  previous  year,  which  was  the  highest  on  record  up  to 
tliat  time.  This  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  admitted  to 
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hospital  may  to  some  extent  be  due  to  the  institution  being  now  free 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough.  I again  desire  to  thank  the 
medical  men  practising  in  the  borough  for  certifying  at  tlie  time  of 
notifying  cases  of  scarlet  fever  whether  the  patient  is  fit  to  be 
removed  to  hospital. 

The  routine  procedure  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever  after  recovery  or 
removal  of  patients,  explained  in  previous  reports,  has  been  adhered 
to. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  this  disease,  together  with  particulars  of  the  number  of  cases 
notified  and  removed  to  hospital,  and  deaths  registered  during  the 
past  ten  years. 


YEAR. 

Cases  of 
Scarlet 
Fever 
Reported. 

Infected 

Houses. 

Deaths 
registered, 
including 
those  in 
Hospital. 

Houses 

stripped 

and 

disinfected 

on 

Medical 

Certificate. 

Lots  of 
Clothing 
and 

Bedding 

disinfected 

at 

Apparatus. 

Cases 
isolated  in 
Hospital. 

Percent- 

age 

of  cases 
isolated. 

1895 

413 

286 

11 

241 

255 

198 

48 

1896 

596 

446 

22 

460 

486 

257 

43 

1897 

376 

292 

14 

286 

310 

176 

47 

1898 

169 

144 

4 

153 

164 

59 

35 

1899 

128 

112 

2 

98 

102 

53 

41 

1900 

406 

320 

7 

274 

339 

248 

02 

1901 

309 

253 

15 

240 

279 

165 

53 

1902 

361 

289 

18 

276 

304 

223 

62 

1903 

383 

292 

19 

311 

321 

248 

65 

1904 

175 

142 

7 

157 

159 

120 

68 

The  table  opposite  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year,  and  a chart  showing  the  weekly  progress 
of  the  disease  is  again  included. 


Smallpox. 

Three  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  during  the  year,  after  the 
borough  had  been  free  from  the  disease  for  a period  of  fourteen  months. 
All  these  cases  occurred  on  the  same  day,  viz.,  August  8th,  and  their 
history  appears  to  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  justify  record.  On  the 
morning  of  the  day  mentioned  I received  a note  from  a medical 
practitioner  in  the  borough  requesting  me  to  see  a patient  of  his 
whom  he  believed  to  be  suffering  from  smallpox.  I visited  the  house 
immediately,  and  found  that  the  patient— a man  employed  by  a corn 
merchant  in  the  borough — was  suffering  from  modified  smallpox. 
He  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  with  two  marks.  He  was 
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1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Under  5 years 

101 

9 

116 

9 

56 

5 

From  5-10  years 

151 

6 

157 

4 

88 

1 

„ 10-15  ,,  ... 

61 

3 

65 

2 

21 

— 

,,  15-20  ,, 

18 

— 

23 

4 

7 

1 

At  20  and  upwards 

30 

— 

22 

— 

3 

— 

Totals 

361 

18 

383 

19 

175 

7* 

* Six  of  these  Aston  coses  died  in  Hospital,  and  were  reg  istered 
in  Staffordshire. 


removed  to  the  Aston  Manor  Smallpox  Hospital  the  same  day,  and 
the  necessary  disinfection  carried  out. 

All  the  contacts  who  were  willing  were  re- vaccinated,  and  upon 
my  re-vaccinating  the  son  of  the  patient  already  referred  to — a 
young  man  employed  as  a coachman  in  the  borough — I found 
he  showed  signs  of  recent  modified  smallpox,  and  was  there- 
fore also  isolated  in  the  Smallpox  Hospital.  All  the  contacts  who 
were  willing  at  his  employer’s  house  and  business  premises  were 
re- vaccinated. 

I was  unable  to  trace  the  source  of  infection,  other  than  that 
cases  had  occurred  recently  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  within  a short 
distance  of  the  street  where  the  patients  lived,  which  is  near  the  boun- 
dary between  this  borough  and  the  city. 

On  the  same  day  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Birmingham,  Dr.  J.  Doig  McCrindle,  informed  me  that  he 
had  received  a telegram  from  the  health  authorities  of  the  Borough 
of  Blackpool  to  the  effect  that  a man  had  left  that  town  for  Birming- 
ham on  the  previous  day,  August  7,  having  symptoms  of  variola. 
It  transpired  that  the  man’s  parents  lived  at  a public-house  in  Aston 
Manor,  but  they  denied  that  their  son  had  returned  there.  Later 
in  the  day,  however,  the  man,  who  had  consulted  a medical  practi- 
tioner in  Birmingham  and  been  informed  that  he  was  suffering  from 
smallpox,  arrived  at  the  Birmingham  Fever  Hospital  in  a cab,  and 
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was  sent  on  to  the  Aston  Smallpox  Hospital,  to  which  institution  he 
was  immediately  admitted,  and  the  cab  was  disinfected.  This 
patient  was  un vaccinated. 

I visited  the  public -house  and  re- vaccinated  all  contacts  who  were 
willing,  and  caused  disinfection  to  be  carried  out,  and  communi- 
cated with  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  Blackpool  and  Bir- 
mingham regarding  the  cases  and  informed  the  Vaccination  Officer  of 
each  of  them.  No  further  case  occurred  in  the  district  during  the 
year. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Midwives’  Act,  1902. 

Seven  cases  of  puerperal  fever  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
three  deaths  were  registered  from  it,  as  compared  with  four  cases  and 
one  death  during  1903.  One  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  an  institution 
outside  the  borough.  In  all  cases  of  puerperal  fever  it  is  ray  custom 
to  communicate  with  the  midwives  or  nurses  requesting  them  to 
refrain  from  attending  any  other  confinement  cases  during  their 
attendance  on  puerperal  fever,  and  on  their  ceasing  to  attend  on 
puerperal  cases  disinfection  of  their  clothing  has  been  effected.  On 
the  recovery  or  death  of  a patient  the  bedding  has  also  been  dis- 
infected in  the  Council’s  steam  disinfector. 

The  Warwickshire  County  Council  have  not  delegated  their 
powers  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  to  the  Borough  Council,  and 
the  Act  is,  therefore,  administered  in  Aston  Manor  by  the  County 
Council. 

Erysipelas. 

Seventy-three  cases  of  erysipelas  have  been  notified  in  1904, 
as  compared  with  59  in  1903,  and  68  in  1902.  There  were  two  deaths 
from  the  disease,  one  of  them  occurring  outside  the  borough.  In 
each  case,  the  premises  have  been  visited  and  enquiries  made,  but 
no  further  action  has  been  called  for. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  98  deaths  (73  males  and  25  females) 
during  1904,  as  compared  with  108  during  1903.  The  death  rate 
from  this  disease  for  the  year  1904  was  T2.  Twenty-one  of  these 
deaths  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the  borough,  viz. 14  in  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  7 in  Hatton  Asylum. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  from  other  forms  of  tuberculous 
diseases  during  the  year  was  35,  giving  a death  rate  from  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  of  0'4. 


27 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis 
in  Aston  Manor  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  death  rates  for  the 
same  period  as  compared  with  the  death  rates  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales. 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis 
in  Aston  Manor 

87 

59 

93 

84 

78 

93 

88 

62 

108 

98 

Death  Rate  from  Phthisis 
in  Aston  Manor 

1-2 

0-8 

1-16 

104 

0.97 

11 

1-1 

0-8 

1-3 

1-2 

Death  Rate  from  Phthisis 
in  England  and  Wales 

1.39 

1.30 

1.34 

1.31 

1-33 

1.33 

1.33 

1 26 

1-2 

During  the  past  year  your  Health  Committee  had  under  considera- 
tion the  advisability  of  adopting  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis. 
I reported  that  this  had  been  tried  in  many  towns  with  varying 
success,  and  that  in  some  it  had  been  a complete  failure,  and  did  not 
recommend  its  adoption  in  this  borough.  One  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  its  success  is  that  medical  men  must  not  divulge  the 
confidence  of  their  patients  without  their  consent,  except  so  far  as 
they  are  required  to  do  so  by  law.  I might  in  justice  to  myself  add 
that  I am  entirely  in  favour  of  compulsory  notification  of  phthisis, 
and  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  your  Council  was  present  at  the 
22nd  Congress  of  the  Sanitary  Institute,  held  in  the  University, 
Glasgow,  from  July  25th  to  30th  last,  and  attended  most  of  the 
meetings,  and  took  part  in  an  important  discussion  on  the  compulsory 
notification  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  in  the  Section  relating  to 
Sanitary  Science  and  Preventive  Medicine,  a discussion  resulting 
in  the  passing  of  the  following  resolution  by  85  delegates  voting  for  it 
and  one  against. 

“ In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the  population 
“ of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  suffering,  pauperism,  and  death  resulting 
“ from  the  dissemination  of  that  disease,  the  Congress  recommends  the 
“ Council  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  to  memorialise  tlie  Local  Government 
Board  to  allow  Local  Health  Authorities  to  make  Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
“ losis  a compulsory  notifiable  disease  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
“ approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board.” 

Spitting. — The  sputum  of  tuberculous  people  being  dangerous, 
especially  when  dry  and  blown  about,  your  Health  Committee,  on  my 
recommendation,  had  cards  printed  condemning  this  dirty  and  danger- 
ous habit, for  circulation  in  schools, public-houses, public  halls,  places  of 
public  entertainment  and  resort,  and  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and 


28 


they  authorised  me  to  ask  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  to  have  them 
placed  in  the  factories  in  the  borough.  A notice  to  the  same  effect, 
to  be  printed  on  plates  and  affixed  to  some  of  the  lamp-posts  in  public 
thoroughfares,  was  also  agreed  upon.  The  Health  Committee  further 
instructed  me,  on  my  recommendation,  to  ask  the  Education 
Committee  to  discontinue  the  use  of  slates  in  schools,  a 
step  which  I stated  would  tend  to  lessen  the  spread,  not 
only  of  tuberculosis,  but  of  such  infectious  diseases  as  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever,  whooping  eough,  measles,  etc.  I communicated  with 
the  Education  Committee  accordingly,  and  received  a reply  from  the 
Secretary  agreeing  to  the  suggestion. 

Disinfection. — The  Health  Committee  also  authorised  me  to 
have  disinfection  of  premises  and  bedding  earried  out  on  the  death 
or  removal  of  a consumptive  patient.  The  deaths  of  consumptives 
are  elicited  from  the  weekly  returns  received  by  me  from  the 
Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

Tuberculous  Meat. — On  September  7th  the  Local  Government 
Board  issued  a memorandum  relating  to  the  seizure  and  condemnation 
of  tuberculous  meat,  and  your  Health  Committee  authorised  copies 
of  the  following  extract  therefrom  to  be  printed  and  circulated 
among  the  slaughtering  butchers  in  the  borough,  for  their  guidance 
in  dealing  with  carcases  or  meat  which  they  had  reason  to  regard 
with  suspicion : — 


Seizure  and  Condemnation  of  Tubercuious  Meat. 


Extract  frmn  Local  Government  Board's  Gircidar,  dated  September  7th,  1904. 


It  appears  to  the  Board  to  be  most  desirable  that  there  should  be 
uniformity  in  the  practice  of  Meat  Inspectors  in  dealing  with  the  carcases 
of  cattle  ; and  they  have  already  on  two  occasions,  viz.,  in  their  circular 
letters  of  the  11th  March,  1899,  and  6th  September,  1901,  set  out,  and 
urged  the  observance  of,  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Tuberculosis  in  their  report  of  1898  with  respect  to  the  degree  of  tuber- 
cular disease  which  sliould  cause  a carcase  or  part  thereof  to  be  seized. 


The  Royal  Commission  stated  as  follows  ; — 

“ We  are  of  opinion  that  the  following  principles  should  be  observed 
in  the  inspection  of  tuberculous  carcases  of  cattle  : — 

(а)  When  there  is  miliary  tuberculosis  of  both 

lungs. 

(б)  When  tuberculous  lesions  are  present  on 

the  pleura  and  peritoneum. 

(c)  When  tuberculous  lesions  are  present  in  the 

muscular  system,  or  in  the  lymphatic 
glands  embedded  in  or  between  the 
muscles. 

(d)  When  tuberculous  lesions  exist  in  any  part 

of  an  emaciated  carcase. 


The  entire  carcase 
and  all  the  organs  may 
be  seized. 
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(a)  When  the  lesions  are  confined  to  the  lungs 
ami  the  thoracic  lymphatic  glands. 

{b)  Wlien  the  lesions  are  confined  to  the  liver. 

(c)  When  the  lesions  are  confined  to  tlie 

pharyngeal  lympliatic  glands. 

(d)  When  tlie  lesions  are  confined  to  any  com- 

bination of  the  foregoing,  h\it  are  collec- 
tively small  in  extent. 

The  Select  Committee  express  their  view  that  if  a butcher  who  is  in 
jjossession  of  tuberculous  meat  has  notified  the  fact  to  the  proper  authority 
as  soon  as  he  could  be  reasonably  expected  to  be  aware  of  it,  the  case  should 
not  be  taken  into  Court. 


The  carcase,  if  other- 
wise healthy,  shall  tiot 
be  condemned,  but 
every  part  of  it  con- 
taining tuberculous 
lesions  shall  be  seized. 


Influenza. 

During  the  year  eight  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease 
as  compared  with  four  during  1903,  and  three  in  1902.  Towards  tlie 
close  of  the  year  a mild  form  of  influenza  became  very  prevalent. 

Zymotic  Diarrhoea. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases  recorded 
during  the  year  was  141,  as  compared  with  105  during  1903,  and  41 
during  1902.  More  than  half  of  these  deaths,  viz.,  84,  occurred 
during  the  month  of  August,  which  showed  the  highest  diarrhoeal 
mortality  for  August  in  any  year  since  1897,  when  the  deaths  from 
diarrhoeal  diseases  reached  93. 

This  increased  diarrhoeal  mortality  illustrates  what  has  been 
said  in  previous  annual  reports  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  preva- 
lence of,  and  mortality  from,  diarrhoeal  diseases  depend  upon  climatic 
conditions.  The  mean  temperature  for  August,  1904,  was  63  2 deg. 
Fahr.,  as  compared  with  57  5 deg.  Fahr.  in  August,  1903,  and  with  57'2 
deg.  Fahr.  in  August,  1902,  the  summers  of  the  two  last  named  years 
being  continuously  wet  and  cold  (especially  that  of  1902)  and 
showing  diarrhoeal  death  rates  which  were  the  lowest  for  the  past  ten 
years. 

It  is  recognised  that  this  disease  becomes  prevalent  when  the 
temperature  of  the  earth  is  raised  by  prolonged  hot  weather  to  56deg. 
Fahr.  at  four  feet  below  the  surface,  thereby  favouring  the  growth 
and  multiplication  of  the  micro-organisms  of  summer  diarrhoea, 
which  have  their  habitat  in  the  superficial  layers  of  soil  more  or  less 
impregnated  with  decaying  animal  or  vegetable  matter  round 
dwelling  houses.  The  bacteria-infected  dust  gains  entrance  to  milk, 
food,  etc.,  causing  early  and  active  putrefactive  changes,  and  by 
the  ingestion  of  which  the  disease  is  produced  in  human  beings. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  flies,  especially  where  middens  are  in  close 
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proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  also  act  as  carriers  of  germs  to  un- 
covered food.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  almost  complete  cessation  of 
summer  diarrhoea  during  the  cold  and  wet  summer  of  1902,  the 
continuous  rain  of  which  kept  down  the  dust,  and  by  the  marked 
epidemicity  which  followed  the  continuous  hot  dry  weather  of  the 
summer  of  1904.  It  is  further  evidenced  by  the  comparative 
immunity  from  this  epidemic  scourge  enjoyed  by  children  who  are 
fed  from  the  breast,  as  compared  with  those  hand-fed.  In  a special 
report  on  infant  mortality  by  Dr.  John  Robertson,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Birmingham,  he  states  that  out  of  236  deaths  of  infants 
under  six  months  old,  who  died  from  epidemic  diarrhoea,  investigated 
by  the  health  visitors,  no  less  than  80  per  cent,  were  bottle-fed 
children,  as  against  20  per  cent,  of  children  whoUy  or  partly  breast- 
fed. 

These  causes  point  to  the  necessity  of  vigilantly  persevering  in  those 
sanitary  measures  the  importance  of  which  I have  endeavoured  to 
emphasise  in  previous  reports,  viz. , the  abolition  of  privies  and  middens, 
the  paving  of  yards  and  spaces  round  dwelling  houses,  and  more 
constant  street  watering.  Improper  feeding,  careless  storage  of 
food,  and  general  uncleanliness  are  also  contributing  causes  which 
are  particularly  referred  to  in  that  portion  of  this  report  which 
deals  with  the  question  of  general  infantile  mortality. 

As  in  previous  years,  posters  giving  directions  for  the  prevention 
of  diarrhoea  were  affixed  throughout  the  borough. 

The  deaths  were  registered  under  the  following  names  : — 


Diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . . . 49 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  . . . . . . 16 

Summer  Diarrhoea  . . . . . . 3 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  . . . . . . 1 

Epidemic  Enteritis  . . . . . . 53 

Zymotic  Enteritis  . . . . . . 15 

Gastro-enteritis  , . . . . . . . 3 

Gastro-Intestinal  Catarrh  . . . . 1 
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The  table  at  the  head  of  the  following  page  gives  the  number  of 
deaths  registered  from  diarrhoeal  diseases  during  each  month  of 
each  of  the  past  seven  years. 

The  mean  annual  death  rate  per  thousand  from  diarrhoeal 
diseases  in  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  eight  years  was  as  follows  : — 
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2-77 

1901  , 

200 

1898 

209 

1902 

0-5 

1899 

2-83 

1903 

1-3 

1900 

2-08 

1904 

1-7 
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j Year. 

c 

Feb. 

Mar. 

j April 
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< 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 
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Totals 

1897 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

25 

131 

37 

10 

G 

3 

221 

1898 

2 
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— 

3 

1 

11 

24 

51 

5G 

15 

4 

1 

168 

1899 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

10 

41 

93 

55 

11 

3 

1 

227 

1900 

2 

2 

1 

5 

4 

3 

20 

78 

32 

13 

5 

3 

168 

1901 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

7 

40 

59 

40 

5 

— 

— 

155 

1902 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

15 

11 

— 

4 

41 

1903 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

10 

44 

25 

15 

-- 

1 

105 

1904 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

29 

83 

16 

2 

— 

3 

141 

The  ages  at  which  the  141  deaths  from  diarrhoea!  diseases 
occurred  during  1904  and  the  two  preceding  years  are  given  in  the 
following  table,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  113  of  the  total 
deaths  registered  in  1904  occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  that  only  nine  of  the  total  number  were  over  the  age  of  two 
years. 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Under  3 months 

34 

6 

21 

28 

Between  3 and  6 months  ... 

43 

3 

33 

42 

,,  6 „ 9 ,, 

31 

16 

22 

29 

„ 9 „ 12  „ 

19 

4 

15 

14 

II  12  „ 15  ,, 

13 

5 

6 

7 

,,  15  months  and  2 years 

6 

3 

5 

12 

,,  2 years  and  5 years 

7 

2 

2 

— 

Above  5 years 

2 

2 

1 

9 

Totals 

155 

41 

105 

141 

32 


Typhoid  Fever. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a greatly  diminished 
prevalence  of  this  disease  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of 
cases  notified  in  the  borough  was  50,  as  compared  with  77  during  the 
preceding  year.  Since  1891,  the  first  twelve  months  during  which  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  was  in  force  in  Aston 
Manor,  and,  therefore,  the  first  year  of  which  there  is  any  reliable 
record,  there  have  only  been  two  years  in  which  the  number  of  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  has  been  less  than  that  recordedfor  1904  viz.,  1894, 
35  cases  ; and  1895,  41  cases  ; and  since  the  year  1898,  when  Aston 
Manor,  in  common  with  the  country  generally,  suffered  from  a greatly 
increased  prevalence  of  the  disease,  the  incidence  of  typhoid  fever  in 
the  district  has  steadily  declined.  Of  these  .50  cases,  10  terminated 
fatally,  as  against  9 deaths  in  the  previous  year,  when  77  cases 
occurred.  Eight  of  these  deaths  were  registered  in  the  borough,  and 
two  in  institutions  beyond  its  boundaries.  Second  cases  occurred  in 
two  houses  only. 

I have  several  times  pointed  out  the  evils  of  the  privy  and 
midden  system  as  a medium  of  retaining  and  conveying  the  infection 
of  typhoid  fever,  particularly  in  a thickly  populated  area  like  Aston 
Manor,  and  it  is,  therefore,  encouraging  to  note  that,  following  the 
assiduity  with  which  the  gradual  abolition  of  that  system  has  been 
pursued  during  many  past  years,  there  is  this  satisfactory  diminution 
in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  The  steady  advance  that  has  been 
made  in  this  branch  of  sanitary  work  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this 
report.  The  abolition  of  the  privies  and  middens  still  remaining 
should  be  unceasingly  striven  for,  being  a work  which  will  undoubtedly 
continue  to  lessen  the  possibilities  of  infection  of  this  disease  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  public  health  generally. 

The  routine  procedure  in  cases  of  typhoid  fever  described  in 
my  last  annual  report  has  been  rigidly  maintained.  It  includes  the 
inspection  of  the  premises  where  the  case  occurs,  the  leaving  of 
handbills  advising  as  to  precautions  against  the  spread  of  infection, 
and  the  supply  of  disinfectant  for  closets  and  di’ains  free  of  charge 
by  the  Council  on  request.  At  the  termination  of  the  case  the  bedding 
is  disinfected  in  your  steam  disinfector,  and  the  infected  room  fumi- 
gated and  the  walls  stripped  and  limewashed. 

A record  is  kept  of  all  cases  notified,  showing  name,  age,  and 
address  of  patient,  date  of  onset  and  notification,  nature  and  condition 
of  closet  accommodation  and  drainage,  place  of  employment,  source 
of  milk  supply,  and  sanitary  defects  discovered.  The  milk  supply 


Chart  stiowi.ng  the  Weekly  Number  of  Cases  of  Typhoih  notified  during 
1904  (red)  and  1904  (hlack)  in  Aston  Manor. 
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was  again  varied,  and  no  suspicion  has  attached  to  it.  Notices 
have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  any  nuisances  discovered  at 
homes  infected  with  typhoid  fever,  but  these  have  only  been  few  in 
number,  being  as  follows  : — 

Offensive  privies  and  middens  . . . . 4 

Offensive  drains  . . . . . . . . 1 

Defective  W.C.  (broken  pan)  . . . . 1 

Defective  house-roof  . . . . . . 1 

7 

The  ward  incidence  of  the  disease  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page 
16,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  greatest  incidence  was  in  Brook 
Ward,  with  14  cases,  and  the  smallest  in  Villa  Ward,  with  3 cases. 
A chart  is  also  given  showing  the  weekly  progress  of  the  disease 
during  the  year.  The  first  of  the  following  tables  shows  the  monthly 
number  of  cases  notified  during  the  past  five  years,  and  the  second 
gives  the  age  distribution. 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

§ 

June 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

1900 

11 

11 

14 

4 

8 

G 

3 

9 

17 

23 

19 

20 

145 

1901 

G 

9 

10 

9 

2 

3 

G 

12 

15 

15 

18 

9 

114 

1902 

6 

3 

3 

4 

9 

1 

2 

2 

8 

8 

17 

13 

76 

1903 

5 

7 

9 

13 

4 

2 

1 

3 

9 

8 

8 

8 

77 

1904 

8 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

2 

5 

7 

5 

3 

4 

50 

Age  Distribution. 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Under  5 years 

4 

5 

4 

3 

4 

5 to  15  ,, 

30 

26 

11 

14 

12 

15  to  25  ,, 

61 

34 

25 

31 

14 

25  to  45  ,, 

43 

44 

34 

25 

19 

45  to  65  ,, 

7 

5 

1 

3 

1 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

145 

114 

76 

77 

60 

Disinfection. 


llie  disinfection  of  infected  clothing  and  bedding  has  been 
satisfactorily  carried  out  at  the  steam  disinfector  at  Chester  Street, 
and  Ml'.  Treadaway,  the  Superintendent  of  that  Department,  has 
sup])lied  me  with  the  following  return  of  the  amount  of  disinfection 
carried  out  during  the  past  three  years  for  this  and  other  contracting 
districts  : — 

1902.  1903.  1904. 


Lots. 

Articles. 

Lots. 

Articles. 

Lou. 

Articles. 

Aston  Manor 

410 

4,233 

461 

6,553 

276 

4,498 

Handsworth 

109 

1,281 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erdington  and  Castle  Brom- 
wich 

48 

711 

73 

1,205 

67 

1,068 

Sutton  Coldfield 

32 

584 

38 

740 

66 

1,337 

Perry  Barr 

9 

61 

6 

71 

14 

173 

Private 

5 

27 

7 

57 

2 

17 

Total  . . 

613 

6,897 

585 

8,626 

425 

7,093 

Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  houses  in  which  infectious  disease 
has  occurred  has  been  carried  out  under  the  directions  of  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  infected  room  or  rooms  being  fumigated, 
the  bedding  removed  to  your  steam  disinfector,  and  returned  in  a 
“ pure  ” van,  and  the  walls  of  the  infected  portion  of  the  house  being 
stripped  and  limewashed.  • 


Inquests. 

From  the  weekly  returns  of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  district, 
as  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Ingall,  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for 
the  district,  it  appears  that  15  deaths  were  registered  by  him  as 
uncertified,  as  compared  with  16  during  1903  ; and  that  44  inquests 
were  held  by  H.M.  Coroner,  J.  J.  W.  Wilmshurst,  Esq.,  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  27  during  1903  and  43  during  1902. 

Mortuary. 

Mr.  Robert  Hannah,  the  Deputy  Chief  Constable  for  the 
County,  and  Superintendent  of  Police  for  the  Borough,  reports  that 
there  were  44  bodies  deposited  at  the  Mortuary  during  the  past 
year — 20  males  and  23  females — and  18  post-mortem  examinations 
made,  and  an  inquest  held  on  each  body — 6 males  and  12  females. 
There  were  25  bodies  deposited  there  during  1903,  and  38  during 
1902. 
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Sanitary  State  of  the  District. 

An  important  feature  of  the  sanitary  work  in  the  district 
for  many  years  has  been  the  conversion  of  privies  and  middens  into 
water-closets  and  dr}^  ashpits.  Your  Inspector,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bolt, 
has  continued  liis  vigilant  attention  to  this  work.  The  result  is 
that  no  less  than  832  privies  were  replaced  by  water-closets  during 
the  year,  and  in  some  cases  where  the  existing  accommodation  was 
considered  insufficient,  additional  water-closets  were  provided,  the 
total  number  of  water-closets  put  in  during  the  year,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Inspector’s  Department,  being  850.  This  number 
of  conversions  is  the  highest  recorded  for  any  one  year,  though  each 
of  the  last  five  years  has  been  marked  by  great  activity  in  this 
direction,  the  average  number  of  conversions  per  year  during  that 
period  being  664.  Most  of  these  conversions  have  been  in  connection 
with  old  properties,  there  being  but  few  houses  built  since  1886 
which  were  not  provided  with  water-closets  at  the  time  of  erection. 
By  far  the  larger  number  of  privies  and  middens  converted  have 
been  dealt  with  on  account  of  their  being  deep,  or  wet,  or  both,  or  of 
their  adjoining  dwelling  houses,  and  there  now  remain  comparatively 
few  that  can  be  dealt  with  on  these  grounds.  The  difficulties  of 
securing  these  conversions  are  therefore  increasing,  and  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  future  years  will  be  marked  by  such  large  results  in  this 
branch  of  sanitary  work. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  w.c.’s  with  dry  ash- 
pits substituted  for  privies  and  middens,  and  the  number  of  new 
w.c.’s  erected,  as  supplied  me  by  your  Surveyor,  for  the  last  ten 
years  : — 


Year. 

W.C.’s  Substituted, 

New  W. 

1895 

164 

262 

1896 

265 

311 

1897 

204 

84 

1898 

217 

71 

1899 

218 

77 

1900 

316 

75 

1901 

732 

96 

1902 

835 

140 

1903 

587 

119 

1904 

850 

71 

The  number  of  preliminary  notices  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  served  by  your  Inspector  during  the  year,  and  the  nature 
of  the  nuisances  for  which  they  were  served,  are  shown  in  the  summary 
of  sanitary  work  appearing  on  page  59.  In  only  19  cases  was  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  authority  of  the  Health  Committee  to  serve 
statutory  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  only  four 
of  these  had  to  be  followed  by  proceedings  before  the  magistrates. 
Two  of  these  latter  were  for  offensive  privies  and  middens,  a third  for 
defective  sink  and  defective  joint  in  w.c.,  and  a fourth  for  an  offen- 
sive manure  pit.  In  each  case  an  order  was  made  by  the  justices 
for  the  necessary  work  to  be  done,  and  for  the  defendants  to  pay  the 
costs. 


Smoke. 

A summons  was  issued  for  the  emission  of  dense  black  smoke 
from  a factory  chimney  in  such  a quantity  as  to  be  a nuisance, 
when  the  defendants  were  fined  £3  3s.  and  costs. 


Waste  Water  Closets. 

In  consequence  of  a report  made  by  your  Inspector  of  Nui- 
sances at  the  March  meeting  of  your  Health  Committee,  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Borough  Surveyor,  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
were  instructed  to  inspect  eighteen  waste  water  closets  at  a property 
in  Church  Lane  and  to  report.  We  visited  the  property  accordingly, 
and  found  that  it  consisted  of  18  houses,  each  of  which  was  supplied 
with  a closet  dependent  for  flushing  purposes  only  on  the  waste 
water  which  dribbled  into  it  from  the  gully,  unless  the  tenant  threw 
an  occasional  bucket  of  water  down.  Notices  had  been  served  on 
three  occasions  in  nine  months  for  choked  drains  connected  with  these 
closets,  and  on  our  inspection  we  found  two  closets  choked.  We 
reported  that  we  considered  the  want  of  water  supply  and  proper 
flushing  apparatus  to  flush  the  closets  rendered  them  insufficient  for 
the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  buildings,  thereby  creating 
recurring  nuisances  injurious  to  health,  and  we  recommended  that 
notices  be  served  on  the  owners  under  Section  36  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  requiring  the  conversion  of  these  closets  into  water- 
closets  furnished  with  sanitary  pans,  traps,  and  flushing  apparatus  in 
accordance  with  the  byelaws.  Notices  were  served  accordingly, 
but  the  owners  were  somewhat  obdurate,  and  the  Council  obtained 
estimates  with  a view  to  executing  the  work  and  recovering  costs  as 
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empowered  by  the  section  referred  to.  At  this  point,  however,  the 
owners  themselves  had  the  necessary  alterations  carried  out,  and 
each  house  is  now  supplied  with  an  ordinary  water-closet,  with  two 
gallon  flushing  cistern,  etc. 


Systematic  House  to  House  Visitation. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  your  Inspector  made  the  usual 
house  to  house  visitation  of  a portion  of  the  district,  the  streets 
inspected  on  my  recommendation  being  Upper  Thomas  Street, 
Thomas  Street,  Powell  Street,  Pool  Street,  and  Cheshire  Street. 
The  number  and  class  of  houses  in  each  street  and  description  of  the 
sanitary  conveniences  connected  therewith  are  shown  in  the  following 
table.  With  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences  it  may  be  noted  that 
at  the  time  of  inspection  the  number  of  water-closets  with  dry  ash- 
pits was  already  considerably  in  excess  of  the  number  of  privies  and 
middens,  and  this  difference  was  further  increased  as  a result  of  the 
inspection  by  the  conversion  of  23  privies  and  middens  into  water- 
closets,  and  the  addition  of  five  water-closets  where  the  accommoda- 
tion at  the  time  of  inspection  was  considered  insufficient. 


Street. 

Houses. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Kumber 

of 

Houses. 

Class  of  Houses. 

At  time  of 
Inspection. 

.A.fter  alterations 
as  result  of 
action  taken. 

Through 

Back 

to 

Back. 

Water 

Closets 

with 

Dry 

Ashpits. 

Privies 

and 

Mid- 

dens. 

Water 

Closets 

with 

Dry 

Ashpits. 

Privies 

and 

Mid- 

dens. 

Upper  Thomas  St. 

194 

106 

88 

91 

48 

108 

35 

Thomas  Street 

57 

48 

9 

33 

18 

36 

15 

Powell  Street 

52 

14 

38 

10 

10 

16 

5 

Pool  Street 

42 

16 

26 

10 

12 

11 

11 

Cheshire  Street  . . 

30 

10 

20 

14 

5 

15 

4 

Totals 

375 

194 

181 

158 

93 

186 

70 
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The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  notices  served  for 
nuisances  discovered  during  the  visitation  : — 


STREET. 

oT 

c 

a>  V 

- € £ 

- ® ’« 
flu  ■■  c 

o 

bti 

c 

V 

o 

o 

V 

5 

Filthy 

Premises. 

1 Dilapidated 

Buildinijs. 

.C  a 

T- 

Ci-» 

Oft'ensive  and 

Insutticient  Closet 

Accommodation. 

Animals  kept  so  as  to 

be  a Nuisance. 

Water  in  Cellars. 

Miscellaneous 

Nuisances. 

TOTAE. 

Upper  Thomas  St. 

7 

1 

8 

19 

6 

6 

— 

1 

3 

51 

Thomas  Street. . 

3 

— 

4 

8 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Powell  Street  , . 

5 

1 

— 

3 

— 

5 

2 

— 

■ — 

16 

Pool  Street 

2 

— 

8 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

17 

Cheshire  Street , . 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Totals 

17 

2 

20 

39 

7 

17 

2 

1 

5 

110 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Workshops. 

Section  132  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  provides  : — 
“ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall  in  his 
“ annual  report  to  them,  report  specifically  on  the  administration 
“ of  this  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  he  shall  send  a copy 
“ of  his  annual  report,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with  this  subject,  to 
“ the  Secretary  of  State.” 

A large  proi^ortion  of  the  industrial  population  of  Aston  Manor 
finds  employment  in  factories  and  workshops  situated  beyond  its 
boundaries,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  workshops  which 
follows,  there  is  no  localising  of  any  particular  trade,  nor  is  any 
trade  largely  carried  on  of  which  “ sweating  ” can  be  said  to  be  a 
feature. 

The  details  entered  in  the  register  of  workshops  which  is  kept 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  specified  in  my 
annual  report  for  1903.  The  register  is  necessarily  being  constantly 
altered,  owing  largely  to  the  fact  that  occupiers  of  smaller  workshops, 
especially  dressmakers,  tailors,  etc.,  who  are  not  tied  to  any  set  of 
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premises  by  any  “ fixtures  ” connected  witli  tlieir  trade,  are  fre- 
(luently  removing.  Tl\ey  have  then  to  I)e  taken  off  the  register^ 
and  re-entered  with  all  particulars  of  their  new  premises. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  tlie 
year  was  107,  and  the  number  of  bakehouses  was  71.  The  following 


is  a list  of  the  trades  carried  on  : — 

Bootmaking  and  Repairing  . . . . . . . . 5 

Brush  making  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Blacksmiths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Box  and  bag  making  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Cabinetmaking  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Cyclemaking  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery  ..  ..  ..  ..  18. 

Gold  Chain  and  Jewellery  . . . . . . . . 4 

Leather  and  Saddlery  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Laundries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Mineral  Waters  and  Herb  Beer  . . . . . . . . 3 

Pearl  Button  Making  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Shirt  and  Hosiery  Making  . . . . . . . . 3 

Spur  and  Bit  Making  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tailoring  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Whipmaking  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  Workshops  . . . . . . . . 23 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 
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Seventeen  “ notices  of  occupation,”  sent  to  the  Factory 
Inspector  by  persons  commencing  the  occupation  of  workshops  as 
required  by  law,  were  forwarded  to  the  Council  by  S.  H.  Knyvett, 
Esq.,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and  such  of  them  as  were  not 
already  on  the  register  were  visited  on  receipt  of  the  notice  and 
entered  thereon. 

The  workshops,  workplaces,  and  bakehouses  on  the  register 
were  systematically  visited  during  the  year,  and  the  following  notices 
for  nuisances  other  than  cleansing  were  served  : — 


Accumulation  of  trade  refuse  . . . . 2 

,,  manure  . . . . 1 

Defective  floor  in  workroom  . . . . 1 

Filthy  W.C.  . . . . . . 1 

Offensive  closet  accommodation  . . 1 
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Notices  were  also  served  during  the  year  for  tlie  cleansing  of 
21  workshops  and  36  bakehouses,  and  were  all  complied  with,  as 
were  the  notices  for  the  other  nuisances  above  mentioned. 

No  “ notices  of  sanitary  defects  ” in  workshops  were  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  during  1904,  but  notices  were 
received  from  him  concerning  the  closet  accommodation  of  two 
factories  (the  suitability  and  sufficiency  of  the  closet  accommoda- 
tion in  factories  being  a matter  under'  the  control  of  the  sanitary 
authority  in  districts  where  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force,  as  is  the  case  in  Aston  Manor). 
Both  these  communications  referred  to  the  want  of  separate  accom- 
modation for  the  sexes,  and  in  one  case  the  use  of  the  premises  as  a 
factory  was  shortly  afterwards  given  up,  wliile  in  the  other  the 
provision  of  separate  accommodation  was  in  progress  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  It  may  be  added  here  that  the  standard  of  accommoda- 
tion recognised  in  Aston  Manor  is  one  water-closet  for  20  persons, 
with  separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes. 

Means  O'T  Escape  'From  Fire. 

Your  Fire  Brigade  Superintendent,  Mr.  A.  Treadaway,  to  whom 
the  carrying  out  of  those  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  which  relate  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  has  been  entrusted, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

“ Notices  have  been  served  requiring  the  provision  of  additional  or 
“ improved  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  at  a number  of  factory  premises 
“ which  were  erected  previously  to  the  1st  of  January,  1902,  most  of 
“ which  have  been  complied  with 

“ Certificates  have  been  granted  to  the  undermentioned  premises  which 
“have  been  erected  since  the  1st  January,  190'2.  these  firms  having 
“ carried  out  all  the  necessary  work. 

“ Messrs.  Verity  & Co.,  Plume  Street. 

,,  Tngall,  Parsons  & Clive.  High  Street. 

,,  Dunlop  Rvibber  Works,  Siilford  Street. 

Para  Mills,  Aston  Cross. 

,.  Powell  & Hamner,  Chester  Street. 

,,  J.  Wright  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Thimble  Mill  Lane.” 

Underg^round  Bakehouses. 

Only  two  underground  bakehouses — i.e.,  bakehouses  the  floors  of 
which  are  three  feet  or  more  below  the  ground  level — existed  in 
Aston  Manor  when  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  came  into 
force.  One  of  them  was  considered  suitable  as  regards  construction, 
light,  ventilation,  etc.,  and  a certificate  authorising  its  continued 
use  was  granted  by  the  Council.  The  other  underground  bakehouse 
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has  been  abolished  during  the  year  and  a new  bakehouse  built  on 
the  ground  level  from  plans  submitted  to  your  Borough  Surveyor, 
who  afforded  me  opportunities  of  seeing  the  plans  and  advising 
thereon. 

Home  Work. 

Five  lists  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  home  or  out-workers 
were  received  from  employers  during  the  year,  containing  eleven 
home-workers  living  in  Aston  Manor,  and  nine  out-workers  whose 
addresses  were  outside  the  borough.  The  former  were  duly  visited 
and  entered  on  the  record  of  out-workers,  while  the  latter  were  for- 
warded to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  whose  districts  they 
resided.  The  names  and  addresses  of  26  out-workers  living  in  Aston 
Manor,  and  occurring  on  lists  sent  to  other  authorities,  were  received 
by  me  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  those  authorities. 
These  also  were  visited  and  entered  on  the  record. 

Five  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  discov- 


ered at  the  homes  of  outworkers,  viz.  : — 

Filthy  houses  (or  parts  of  houses)  . . 2 

Defective  flushing  cistern  in  w.c.  . . 1 

Defective  house-roofs  . . . . . . 1 

Offensive  privy  and  midden  . . . . 1 
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No  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred  at  the  homes  of  out- 
workers during  the  year,  and  no  action  has  been  necessary  regarding 
the  prohibition  of  work  being  done  on  account  of  the  unwholesome 
condition  of  premises. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  a tabular  statement  as  to 
the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  in  the  borough 
during  1904,  in  form  drawn  up  by  the  Home  Office  with  a view  to 
“ providing  for  uniformity  in  the  presentation  of  such  particulars  as 
lend  themselves  to  statistical  treatment.” 

Slauehterhouses. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  have  been  five  changes  of 
occupation  of  slaughterhouses  during  the  year,  but  no  slaughterhouse 
has  been  expunged  from  tlie  register,  and  the  number  of  private 
slaughterliouses  in  the  borough  remains  at  29.  As  in  previous 
years,  these  slaughterhouses  have  been  regularly  visited.  I mentioned 
in  my  last  annual  report,  however,  the  objection  to  private  slaughter- 
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houses  in  thickly  populated  neighbourhoods,  and  can  only  emphasise 
the  desirability  of  a public  slaughterhouse  or  abattoir,  as  being  likely 
to  discourage  the  use  of  small  private  slaughterhouses,  and  as  render- 
ing possible  a closei-  inspection  over  meat  prepared  for  sale  in  the 
borough. 

On  a report  of  your  Inspector  to  the  Health  Committee  as  to 
change  of  occupation  of  two  slaughterhouses,  I was  requested  by 
that  committee  to  visit  the  premises,  together  with  your  Borough 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  and  a joint  report  was  submitted  by  us  at 
the  July  meeting  of  that  committee.  In  one  case,  the  slaughterhouse 
communicated  directly  by  a door  with  the  shop  where  the  meat  was 
sold,  and  that  communication  we  recommended  should  be  built  up. 
The  slaughtei-house  roof  was  defective  and  the  yard  paving  required 
relaying.  We  found  the  second  slaughterhouse  in  fairly  satisfactory 
condition,  but  recommended  that  a drain  which  was  in  the  fasting 
pen  should  be  abolished  and  that  a gull}^  trap  should  be  fixed  on  the 
outside  of  the  pen  with  an  aperture  made  through  the  wall  so  that 
urine  from  animals  and  water  from  swilling  would  run  on  to  the 
gully.  These  recommendations  were  ultimately  carried  out  by  the 
tenants,  and  their  names  were  then  entered  on  the  slaughterhouse 
register. 

I also  paid  several  visits  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  to  a 
slaughterhouse  in  Park  Lane  where  your  Inspector  had  reported  a 
change  of  occupation.  The  slaughterhouse  was  very  badly  arranged, 
largely  on  account  of  very  limited  space.  It  adjoined  a dwelling 
house,  an  engine  and  chopping  machine  being  placed  against  the 
division  wall.  There  was  also  in  the  slaughterhouse  a furnace  for 
boiling  purposes,  a tub  and  table  for  offal  washing,  and  a scalding 
tub.  The  slaughterhouse  being  small,  there  was  very  little  room 
left  for  actual  slaughterings,  and  there  was  no  room  for  extension. 
Fortunately,  the  occupier  (who  was  also  the  owner)  acquired  the 
adjoining  property,  and  he  was  then  able  to  submit  plans  to  your 
Borough  Surveyor  for  the  alteration  and  extension  of  the  slaughter- 
house and  the  premises  generally.  I was  in  frequent  consultation 
with  your  Borough  Surveyor,  3mur  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  the 
owner’s  architect,  and  made  suggestions  regarding  the  plans.  The 
alterations  and  extensions  were  some  time  in  being  executed,  and  I paid 
several  visits  to  the  premises  during  their  progress  and  also  visited 
on  their  completion,  at  the  request  of  your  Borough  Surveyor,  who 
willingly  adopted  one  or  two  of  my  suggestions_  before  finally 
ap[)roving  the  work. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

There  were  397  milkshops  on  tlie  register  at  the  close  of  190-1-, 
3()  Itaviiig  been  added  during  tlie  3^ear,  and  28  erased  tlicrefrom. 
All  the  milkshops  were  s^vstematicall}'^  visited  in  order  to  see  that  the 
Hi'milations  relating  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshn|)s  were 
eom|)lied  with,  and  ninety’’  notices  were  served  for  cleaning  milkshops. 
Oenerally  speaking,  the  shops  are  of  a mi-scellaneous  character,  the 
number  of  actual  dairies  — Ce.,  shops  in  which  only  farm  produce  is 
sold — being  very  small.  The  Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  in  force  in  the  borough  prohibit  milk 
intended  for  sale  being  kept  in  any  room  used  as  a kitchen  or  living- 
room,  and  this  is  always  borne  in  mind  when  applications  for  regis- 
tration are  made. 

Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  your  sanitary  staff  submitted  to  me 
IG  rejiorts  on  premises  which  they  believed  to  be  overcrowded,  or 
concerning  the  alleged  overcrowding  of  which  complaints  had  been 
received.  In  13  of  these  cases  I considered  the  hou.se  overcrowded, 
and  authorised  your  Inspector  to  serve  preliminary  notices  for  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  inmates.  These  notices  were  complied 
with  without  any  further  steps  being  needed. 

In  several  of  these  cases  the  overcrowding  resulted  from  two 
families  occupying  the  same  house,  an  effect  no  doubt  of  the  increased 
poverty  which  has  been  occasioned  during  the  year  by  trade  depres- 
sion, and  which  has  prompted  families  who  have  2:)reviously  occupied 
separate  houses  to  combine  in  the  occupation  of  one  house  in  order  to 
save  a little  expenditure  in  rent.  The  question  of  overcrowding  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  deal  with,  since  it  often  happens  that  a family 
on  receiving  notice  for  overcrowding  will  remove  from  one  liouse  to 
another  of  no  greater  dimensions  in  some  other  part  of  the  borough, 
or  in  one  of  the  adjoining  districts,  and  may  have  to  be  again  dealt 
with. 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  registered  in  the  borough. 

New  Buildings. 

Your  Survev'or  has  supplied  me  with  information  as  to  the 
number  of  new  houses  and  other  new  buildings  for  which  plans  have 
been  submitted  for  approval  during  the  year,  and  of  those  completed 
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and  certified,  which  is  set  forth  in  the  following  table,  together  with 
similar  information  for  the  preceding  sixteen  years. 


YKAR. 

New  Houses  for 
which  plans  have 
been  approved 

Other 

Buildinjfs. 

New  Houses 
completed  and 
inspected. 

Other 

Buildings. 

1888 

466 

42 

253 

62 

1889 

481 

II3 

512 

109 

1890 

527 

101 

472 

110 

1891 

469 

63 

370 

64 

1892 

344 

87 

452 

75 

1893 

396 

45 

322 

45 

1894 

169 

97 

176 

62 

1895 

357 

92 

213 

61 

1896 

130 

50 

260 

31 

1897 

175 

106 

87 

58 

1898 

183 

106 

56 

45 

1899 

95 

125 

58 

29 

1900 

72 

132 

44 

50 

1901 

112 

87 

69 

51 

1902 

172 

78 

114 

33 

1903 

10 

100 

73 

43 

1904 

78 

50 

59 

18 

Sewers  and  Treatment  of  Sewage. 

The  sewage  of  Aston  Manor,  in  common  with  that  of  the  City  of 
Birmingham,  the  Boroughs  of  Smethwick  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  the 
District  Councils  of  Handsworth,  Erdington,  Perry  Barr,  and  King’s 
Norton,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Castle  Bromwich,  con- 
tinues to  be  treated  at  the  outfall  works  and  farms  of  the  Birming- 
ham Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board,  a joint  authority 
created  for  this  purpose  by  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (Joint  Boards’)  Act,  1877,  and  the  Acts 
and  Orders  amending  the  same. 


Sewers,  Storm  Water,  Drainage,  etc. 

I am  obliged  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following  remarks  on 
sewers  and  other  matters  affecting  public  health  coming  within 
the  purview  of  his  department. 

During  tlie  past  year  a good  deal  of  work  has  been  executed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  laying  down  of  storm  water  sewers,  and  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  area  at  Aston  Cross. 

A sewer  (‘2ft.  fiin.)  has  been  constructed  in  Rocky  Lane,  which  is  con- 
tinued under  the  canal  in  3ft.  diameter  cast  iron  pipes  discharging  into  the 
Hockley  Brook,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  long-standing  flooding  nuisance 
experienced  in  this  locality  will  be  very  much  abated  if  not  altogether 
removed. 
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The  flooding  of  tlie  Witton  area  lias  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  in  the 
construction  of  a large  outfall  sewer  near  Messrs.  Kynoch’s  Works. 

Urinals. — .A  new  urinal  to  accoinmodato  eight  persons  has  been  erected 
at  Six  Ways,  on  niodoni  linos. 

Other  urinals  of  similar  construction  have  been  erected  near  Aston 
Church  and  Holborn  liridgo. 

Paving — 'I'lio  whole  length  of  Lichfield  Road  from  Salford  Bridge  to 
Tower  Road  has  been  paved  with  granite  setts.  This  action  will  not  only 
ensure  an  even  surface  to  the  roadway,  but  will  prev'ent  the  large  quantities 
of  mud  in  winter  and  dust  in  summer  which  have  been  experienced  for  so 
many  years. 


Offensive  Tracies. 

There  are  a few  offensive  trades  in  the  borough,  such  as  a 
glue  and  size  works,  indiarubber  works,  etc.  Only  one  complaint  has 
been  made  regarding  them  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  emission  of  steam  from  the  rubber  works  at  Aston 
Cross,  I was  requested,  together  with  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  to 
visit  these  works  and  report  to  your  committee  regarding  it. 
We  found  that  extensive  alterations  to  minimise  the  emission  of 
steam  were  being  carried  out.  Three  condensing  tanks  were  being 
provided,  and  two  non-condensing  engines  were  being  replaced  by 
two  condensing  ones,  at  considerable  cost.  These  improvements 
were  ultimately  completed,  resulting  in  a considerable  diminution  of 
the  annoyance  caused  by  the  steam. 

Unsound  Food. 

Only  a proportion  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  borough  is  from  beasts 
actually  slaughtered  there,  much  of  it  being  purchased  by  the 
butchers  from  the  Birmingham  Meat  Market.  There  has  been  no 
seizure  of  unsound  meat  during  the  year,  and  the  few  complaints 
that  have  been  made  by  buyers  have  not  been  such  as  to  warrant 
any  action,  for  the  reason  that  the  complainants  had  kept  the 
meat  for  an  unreasonable  time  after  purchase.  It  is  not  uncommon 
in  the  summer  months,  for  persons  to  submit  meat,  which  they  have 
bought  on  Saturdays,  for  examination  on  Monday  mornings.  These 
buyers  are  generally  of  the  poorer  classes,  in  whose  homes  the  best  of 
meat  is  likely  to  suffer  from  careless  or  unsuitable  storage,  and  some- 
times the  meat  has  been  cooked  before  being  submitted  to  myself 
or  your  Inspector  for  examination,  and  in  none  of  these  cases  has 
it  been  deemed  advisable  to  take  any  action. 

During  January,  intimation  was  received  from  a firm  of  preserve 
manufacturers  in  the  borough  that  they  had  six  barrels  of  plum 
pulp — being  the  pulp  of  fruit  grown  abroad — which  they  considered 
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unfit  for  use  in  the  preparation  of  jam,  for  wliieli  purpose  it  was 
intended.  I visited  the  premises  and  examined  the  pulp,  and 
recommended  tliat  it  be  seized,  and  it  was  subsequently  destroyed  on 
a justice’s  order.  As  the  barrels  which  contained  the  pulp  had  been 
opened  and  exposed  to  the  air  in  all  temperatures  for  a month  before 
information  was  sent  by  the  firm  to  your  Health  Department,  and  as 
that  information  had  been  voluntarily  given,  your  Health  Committee 
did  not  deem  any  further  action  advisable. 


Water  Supply. 

The  borough  derives  its  water  supply  from  the  same  sources  as 
the  Cit}’-  of  Birmingham,  and  in  common  with  that  city  and  the 
surrounding  districts  now  shares  in  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Elan 
Valley. 


House  Re'fuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 

This  important  branch  of  sanitary  work  is  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Mr.  A.  Treadaway,  Superintendent  of  your  Interception 
Department,  whose  tabular  report  appears  on  page  60.  Since  June, 
1901,  the  whole  of  the  night  soil  and  house  refuse  collected  have  been 
consumed  in  your  destructor  at  Chester  Street,  which  was  enlarged 
in  that  year  for  the  purpose. 


Hospital  Isolation. 

The  Borough  Fever  and  Smallpox  Hospitals  are  situated  at 
Upiier  Witton,  in  Warwickshire,  and  Perry  Barr,  in  Staffordshire, 
upon  separate  sites  about  three  miles  from  the  Aston  Manor  Council 
House  and  a quarter  of  a mile  from  each  other. 

The  arrangements  for  the  management  of  your  Hospitals  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee,  whose  meetings 
I have  attended,  and  who  receive  monthly  reports  from  your 
Resident  Superintendent,  Mr.  T.  J.  Black,  and  I have  continued  to 
act  as  Medical  Attendant  at  the  Hospitals. 

On  next  page  is  the  annual  table  of  all  the  cases  admitted  into 
the  Hospitals  from  Aston  Manor  and  from  each  of  the  contracting 
districts,  including  others  admitted  under  special  arrangement, 
since  the  opening  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  Hospital  in  1885, 
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Scarlet  Fever  Hospital. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  owing  to  the  continued 
abatement  in  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  Aston  Manor  which 
marked  the  latter  end  of  1903,  the  work  at  your  ScarletFever  Hospital 
during  the  year  has  been  lighter  than  during  the  past  few  years. 
This  has  given  increased  opportunity  for  the  frequent  disinfection  of 


Table  of  all 

Cases  admitted  into  Hospitals. 

Year. 

Aston 

Manor. 

Erding- 

ton. 

Castle 

Brom- 

wich. 

Sutton. 

Saltley. 

Birm- 

ingham 

llands- 

worth. 

Work- 

house. 

Others. 

Total. 

1885 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1886 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1887 

22 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1888 

17 

7 

— 

23 

— 

— 

— 

17 

2 

66 

1889 

76 

7 

— 

8 

16 

23 

— 

20 

2 

i52 

1890 

160 

44 

— 

8 

9 

20 

— 

24 

1 

266 

1891 

124 

13 

— 

65 

17 

-- 

— 

3 

2 

224 

1892 

92 

8 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

11 

2 

120 

1893 

194 

20 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

220 

1894 

208 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

253 

1895 

227 

52 

11 

25 

— 

— 

— 

10 

2 

327 

1896 

257 

75 

5 

55 

3 

15 

— 

2 

— 

412 

1897 

176 

27 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

234 

1898 

59 

12 

4 

13 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

97 

1899 

53 

4 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

70 

1900 

247 

30 

10 

9 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

303 

1901 

165 

21 

6 

65 

— 

20 

— 

4 

4 

285 

1902 

230 

19 

4 

41 

4 

— 

13 

1 

1 

313 

1903 

279 

28 

14 

31 

— 

— 

12 

23 

1 

388 

1904 

123 

31 

3 

47 

— 

— 

— 

18 

1 

223 

Totals 

2732 

431 

58 

450 

49 

78 

25 

151 

32 

4006 

wards,  and  has  enabled  wards  to  be  unoccupied  in  turn,  a matter 
generally  considered  by  those  concerned  in  the  management  of 
Isolation  hospitals  as  being  of  great  importance,  not  only  from  the 
point  of  view  of  general  cleanliness,  but  also  for  the  more  important 
purpose  of  its  hygienic  value  to  patients  by  lessening  the  possibility 


5° 


of  ward  infection  when  the  wards  are  again  brought  into  use. 
It  has  also  enabled  me  to  more  efficiently  carry  out  what  is  one  of  my 
chief  aims,  viz.,  the  separation  of  the  acute  and  complicated  cases 
from  the  convalescent  and  uncomplicated  ones,  and  to  give  to  each 
patient  an  even  greater  floor  space  and  cubic  capacity  than  2,000 
cubic  feet  per  head,  although  they  are  mostly  children.  These 
measures  no  doubt  tend  to  lessen  the  duration  of  stay  in  hospital, 
and  to  reduce  the  possibilities  of  convalescent  cases  absorbing  infec- 
tive matter  from  fresh  relays  of  acute  cases  entering  the  hospital. 

The  “pure”  ward,  which  was  established  and  fenced  off  from 
communication  with  other  wards  last  year,  has  for  its  object,  as  stated 
in  my  last  annual  report,  the  facilitation  of  discharge  of  patients  by 
rendering  less  dangerous  their  return  home,  thereby  minimising  the 
possibility  of  return  cases.  It  has  been  in  almost  continual  use, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  the  number  of  cases  which  it 
was  desirable  to  transfer  there  at  one  time  exceeded  its  accommoda- 
tion, a second  pure  ward  was  opened  for  a period.  It  was  closed 
again  before  the  end  of  the  year,  as  the  number  of  discharges 
became  less.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  of 
the  48  cases  which  passed  through  these  wards  during  the  year 
none  resulted  in  any  return  case. 

In  addition  to  the  precaution  of  the  pure  ward  I have  continued 
to  recommend  to  parents  the  advisability  of  quarantining  their 
children  on  discharge  from  hospital  for  a period  of  at  least  a month, 
where  there  are  no  other  children,  before  they  are  allowed  to  mix 
with  the  rest  of  the  family  at  home,  a step  rendered  very  desirable 
in  view  of  the  regrettable  fact  that  at  present  there  is  no  certainty 
as  to  when  a person  who  has  suffered  from  scarlet  fever  has  ceased 
to  be  intrinsically  infectious.  Every  care  is  taken  in  the  discharge  of 
patients,  and,  as  I stated  in  my  last  annual  I’eport,  no  clothing  leaves 
the  hospital  other  than  the  fresh  clothes  provided  by  parents  on  the 
discharge  of  patients. 

I wish  to  again  acknowledge  the  continued  help  received  from 
Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  contributing 
districts,  in  regard  to  the  quarantine  arrangements  for  several  patients 
from  those  districts  after  their  discharge. 

I regret  to  say  that  the  severe  type  of  scarlet  fever  mentioned  in 
my  previous  reports  has  been  maintained,  as  shown  not  only  by  the 
increased  case  mortality,  but  also  b}'^  the  fact  that  notwithstanding 
the  advantages  of  increased  air  space  and  ward  disinfection  already 
referred  to,  the  majority  of  the  cases  admitted  to  hospital  were 


attended  by  one  or  other  of  the  sequelae  which  are  concomitant 
with  and  which  so  severely  complicate  this  treacherous  disease,  and 
retard  recovery  therefrom.  These  complications  are  principally 
otorrhoea,  rhinitis,  kidney  affection,  and  adenitis,  and  one’s  chief 
anxiety  is  to  effect  a cure  of  them  if  possible  before  a patient  leaves 
the  hospital.  I regret  to  say  this  cannot  always  be  done  ; patients 
have  often  been  detained  in  hospital  as  long  as  three  or  four  months 
before  discharge  from  the  ears  (otorrhoea)  ceases,  and  sometimes  this 
discharge  becomes  chronic,  and  the  patients  have  finally  to  be  sent 
out  of  hospital  on  the  assumption  that  this  otorrhoea  is  no  longer 
infectious.  Occasionally,  one  is  disappointed  to  find  that  the  ears  of 
patients  who  have  desqxiamated  and  are  in  the  convalescent  or  pure 
wards  will,  after  an  apparently  uninterrupted  recovery  extending 
over  eight  or  nine  weeks,  commence  to  discharge  without  any  previous 
warning  (such  as  rise  in  temperature  or  other  physical  signs),  and  this 
necessitates  their  being  sent  back  to  other  wards.  These  difficulties 
render  the  responsibility  of  discharging  patients  a matter  requiring 
much  consideration. 

At  the  close  of  1903  there  were  38  cases  of  scarlet  fever  remain- 
ing in  hospital,  and  during  1904  there  were  220  cases  admitted  thereto 
and  208  discharged.  Ten  cases  died  in  hospital,  and  40  remained 
under  treatment  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  average  period  of 
detention  in  hospital  during  1904  was  55  days. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  admitted,  discharged,  or  died  at  the  Hospital  during  the  past 
five  years,  and  the  mortality  per  cent,  on  the  admissions  ; — 


Scarlet  Fever. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

Number  in  Hospital  on  1st 

day  of  year . . 

12 

80 

54 

59 

38 

Admitted  during  year 

303 

285 

299 

335 

220 

Discharged 

229 

302 

282 

346 

208 

Died  . . 

6 

10 

12 

10 

10 

Remaining  at  end  of  year . . 

80 

54 

59 

38 

40 

Mortality  on  number  ad- 

mitted 

2% 

3% 

4% 

3% 

4% 

52 


The  mortality  on  the  number  of  cases  admitted  was  4 per  cent., 
being  one  per  cent,  above  that  of  last  year.  Six  of  the  ten  deaths 
occurring  in  hospital  were  of  cases  admitted  from  Aston  Manor. 
Of  the  175  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  in  the  borough  during  1904, 
120  were  removed  to  hospital. 

I am  pleased  to  again  bear  testimony  to  the  attention  to  tlie 
interests  of  the  hospitals  and  the  welfare  of  the  inmates  shown  by 
your  Resident  Superintendent,  Mr.  T.  J.  Black,  and  would  also 
express  ray  appreciation  of  the  assistance  and  care  exercised  by  Miss 
Black  in  the  discharge  of  208  patients  during  the  year,  and  of  the 
willing  and  loyal  manner  in  which  all  the  .staff  have  done  their  work. 

Smallpox  Hospital. 

Only  three  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  under  treatment  at 
your  Smallpox  Hospital  during  the  year,  viz.,  the  three  cases 
occurring  in  Aston  Manor,  and  referred  to  at  length  in  an  earlier 
part  of  this  report. 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Smallpox  Hospital 
since  the  first  case  was  admitted  there  from  Aston  Manor  on  February 
13th,  1902,  is  70.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients 
and  the  districts  from  which  they  were  admitted  : — 


Aston 

Manor. 

KrcUngton. 

Workhouse. 

Castle 

Bromwich. 

Saltley. 

TOTAL. 

1902 

7 

3 

— 

— 

4 

14 

1903 

31 

3 

18 

1 

— 

53 

1904 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

I have  pleasure  in  placing  on  record  my  thanks  to  the 
Council  and  Health  Committee  for  the  consideration  accorded  to  my 
recommendations  in  all  preventive  measures  relating  to  public 
health,  and  to  my  brother  officers  for  their  courteous  assistance. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

FRANCIS  H.  MAY. 
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13^;^  February,  1905.  JOHN  J.  STEPHENS,  Vaccination  Officer. 


Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 

Diseases  and  Ages. 


1904. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 
Up- 
wards 

Total. 

Year. 

1904 

1903 

I.— Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Miasmatic  Diseases 

Smallpox 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles.. 

6 

9 

1 

— 

— 



— 

16 

25 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

— 



1 

— 



— 

1 

9 

Typhus  Fever. . 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

29 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

21 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1\ 

/ ft 

Membranous  Croup. . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3/ 

Continued  Fever 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . . 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Influenza 

— 





1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

3 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

Diarrhoea  and  other  allied  diseases 

113 

19 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

140 

103 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Diseases 

Syphilis.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Gonorrhcea,  Stricture  of  Urethra 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Diseases 

Ulcerative  Endocarditis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

__ 

_ 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Pyaemia,  Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

II.— Parasitic  Diseases 

Thrush  and  Vegetable  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Worms,  Hydatids  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

III.— Dietetic  Diseases. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 

2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Rickets  . . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Scurvy  .. 

Chronic  Alcoholism,  Delirium  I’remens. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Ptomaine  Poisoning 

IV.— Constitutional  Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism  of  Heart 

— 



1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 

4 

Gout 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

— 

— 

7 

28 

9 

44 

40 

Tabes  Mescnterica  .. 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

Tubercular  Enteritis,  T.  Feritonitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

to 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydrocephalus . . 

3 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

10 

Phthisis.. 

1 

1 

4 

17 

39 

14 

1 

77 

98 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula.. 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

11 

1 

13 

Ansmia,  Chlorosis,  Leucocythsemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

1 

8 

Lymphadenoma,  Hodgkins’  Disease 
Other  Constitutional  Diseases 

- 

■ 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

1 

4 

V.— Developmental  Diseases. 

51 

38 

Premature  Birth 

51 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Congenital  Malformations. . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

— 

— 

2 

VI.— Local  Diseases. 

Diseasb.s  of  Nervous  System. 

Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes  . 

9 

15 

4 





1 



29 

26 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain,  Paralysis 

1 



— 

8 

8 

17 

29 

Insanity,  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 









— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Chorea  . . 







— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epilepsy 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Convulsions,  Eclampsia 

23 

6 





— 

— 

— 

29 

25 

Earyngismus  Btridulus(Bpasm of  Glottis 

- 

1 





— 

— 

1 

— 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Paraplegia 





1 

1 

3 

— 

5 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

. 



1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

Diseases  of  Nose,  Ear,  ani>  Eye. 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Carried  over 

257 

101 

20 

28 

65 

68 

32 

571 

509 

55 


Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 
Diseases  and  Ages. — Continued. 


1904. 

0-1 

Year. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 

.S, 

Tot 

1904 

al. 

1903 

Brought  over 

257 

101 

20 

28 

65 

68 

32 

571 

509 

Diska.sks  of  Circui-atoky  System. 

1 

Pericarditis  ..  ..  ..  .. 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart 



— 

1 

2 

6 

5 

8 

22 

8 

42 

24 

Syncope 

Other  Diseases  of  Ue.art  .. 

— 

— 

4 

1 

3 

4 

1 

17 

4 

16 

12 

37 

Aneurism 





— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Embolism,  Thrombosis,  Gangrene 

— 

— 

z 

— 

1 

8 

1 

12 

3 

21 

4 

Phlebitis,  Varicose  Veins  .. 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Vessels.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

““ 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Laryngitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Croup  .. 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

1 

z 

z 





2 

2 

4 

6 

Bronchitis 

44 

23 

1 

— 

6 

26 

33 

l33 

120 

Pneumonia 

16 

29 

1 

4 

8 

17 

12 

87 

90 

Pleurisy..  ..  .. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

1 

— 

z 

__ 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

4 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Diseases  of  Mouth.  QEsophagus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy,  Tonsilitis  .. 
Diseases  ot  Stomach  ..  ..  ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

9 

10 

Enteritis 

18 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

24 

13 

Appendicitis  ..  ..  .. 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  I ntestines 

— 

— 

z 





2 

2 

1 

5 

Peritonitis  

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Ascites  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“• 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

7 

— 

12 

7 

Jaundice,  and  other  Diseases  of  Liver  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Other  Diseases  ot  Digestive  bj^stem 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

11 

6 

15 

8 

Nephritis 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria 

— 

2 



1 

4 

6 

1 

2 

1 

Disease  ot  Bladder  or  ot  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Diseases  of  Reproductive  Sy.stem. 

Of  Male  Organs 

Ot  Female  Organs,  Breast  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abortion.  Miscarriage 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Placenta  Pr®via,  Flooding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Accidents  of  Child-Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

1 

Caries,  Necrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  Integumentary  System. 

1 

Carbuncle,  Phlegmon,  Cellulitis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VII.— Deaths  from  Violence. 

Fractures  and  Contusions  .. 

2 

2 

Cut,  Stab 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Burn,  Sca^d 

1 

Poison  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drowning 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

Suffocation 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10 

7 

Otherwise 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

Homicide 

1 

— 

Suicide  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

VIII.— Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and 
not  Specified  Causes. 

Old  Age 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

48 

52 

43 

Debilitv,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

61 

Marasmus 

39 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 

29 

Dentition 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Sudden  Death  (cause  not  ascertained)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  not  Specified  or  Ill-defined  Causes 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Total  . . 

428 

167 

29 

38 

114 

176 

183 

1136 

1031 

56 


Causes  of  all  Deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough  of  Aston 
Manor  occurring  within  and  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

I year. 

I and 
under 
5' 

5 and 
under 
■S- 

IS  and 
under 
25- 

15  and  < 
under 

65- 

5s  and 
up- 
vaids 

Smallpox 

Measles 

16 

6 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

56 

24 

29 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 

6 

5 

1 

Croup 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 1 Typhus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever  1 Enteric 

10 

— 

2 

3 

2 

3 

— 

[ Other  continued  . . 

Epidemic  Influenza.  . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

3 

Cholera 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea 

141 

113 

20 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Enteritis 

29 

19 

3 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Phthisis 

98 

1 

2 

4 

17 

73 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.  . 

10 

3 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease . . 

52 

— 

— 

— 

1 

40 

11 

Bronchitis 

135 

44 

23 

1 

— 

32 

35 

Pneumonia  . . 

94 

16 

30 

1 

5 

29 

13 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  J 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

52 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition 

7 

1 

6 

— 

Heart  Diseases 

84 



— 

6 

4 

42 

32 

Accidents 

36 

11 

10 

3 

1 

10 

1 

Suicides 

3 



— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

All  other  causes 

396 

143 

50 

13 

7 

78 

105 

All  causes 

1277 

438 

190 

37 

45 

351 

216 

57 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  k Homework 

1.  — INSPECTION  (iNci.nniNo  Insi-fxtions  made  ry  Sanitary 
Inspectors  or  Inspectors  ok  Ni  isances). 


PREMISES. 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prose- 

cutions. 

Factories  (incliuliiig  Factory  Laundries) 

2 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

173 

65 

— 

Workplaces 

13 

— 

— 

Homeworkers’  Premises  

42 

5 

— 

Total  

230 

70 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

^ m 

® 5 

particulars. 

-o 

c 

a» 

a> 

•O-j  S 

£3  ® 

0)  S ^ 

ol 

S 0) 

a a 

a3 

« Q X 

2 

Cu 

Xni'ia7ice.‘t  under  the  Pnhlic  Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

21 

21 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floo 

■ - A. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Sanitar3' Accommodations 
(Part  HI.  of  the  Amendment 
Act  is  adopted.  The  generally 
recogni.sed  standard  is  one- 

r 

Insutficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

water  closet  for  20  persons, 
and  sejwrate  accommodation 
for  the  sexes). 

Not  separate  for  Sexes 

2 

1 

aiul  1 in 
progress. 

— 

— 

OJ'evces  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouse 

(S.  101)  



— 

— 

— 

— 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bake- 

houses  (SS-  97  to  100) 

36* 

36 

— 

— 

Failure  as  regards  Lists  of  Outworkers  (S.  107)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Giving  Out  Work  to  be 

'Unwholesome  (S.  108) 

_ 

done  in  Premises 

which  are 

Infected  (S.  110) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Allowing  Wearing  Apparel  to  be  made  in  Premises 

infected  by  Scarlet  Fever  or  Smallpo.x  (S.  109) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Oflences ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

65 

64 

— 

— 

All  for  Cleaiming. 


FaCTOUIKS,  W()HKSII(l|-«,  LaTINDHIRS,  WOKKI-RAflRS,  k IToMKWOHK 

(Continued). 

S.-O'rilKR  MATTERS. 


CI.A.SS. 


Matters  noLified  lo  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  toalllx  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 

.\ction  taken  in  matters  referred  by  ^Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector 
H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable  | 

underthePulilic Health  Acts,  hut  I Reports  (of  action  taken) 
not  under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5)  t sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 

In  use  during  1903  

I In  1903 

[ In  1904  

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904  


Number. 


2 

2 


Certificates  granted 


Homework  : — 

List  of  Outworl'ers  (S.  107)  : — 


Lists  received 


C Forwarded  to  other  Authorities 

Addresses  of  Outworkers 

Received  from  other  Authorities 


Homework  in  Unwholesome  or  Infected  Premises  ; — 
Notices  prohibiting  Homework  in  Unwholesome  Premises  (S.  108) 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  Homeworkers’  Premises 
Orders  prohibiting  Homework  in  Infected  Premises  (S.  110)  ... 


Number  of 

Lists. 

Out- 

workers 

5 

11 

9 

26 

Wear- 

ingf 

[Apparel 

other. 

1 

— 

Workshops  on  tlie  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904  ; 

Wearing  Apparel  ...  

Pearl  Buttons  and  Stud  Making  

Laundries 

Other  


ill-s 

*C  oT  3 

o o g ^ a 

c w 2 ° 

o eS  x: 


Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


31 

12 

9 

55 


107 


ASTON  MANOR. 


59 


r j 

t 


SuMM.-VRY  OF  Work  Done  in  the  Sanitary  Department 
During  the  Year  1904. 


— •C 

c 2 
d c 

.li? 

•2.2 

|S 

„ w 

(A  (£ 

VT3 
'■2  I' 

2*^ 

<8  3 

E< 

C ^ 

■"o 

u 

/Foul  Conditions 



645 

658 

Dwelling  Houses  ) Structural  Defects 

s — 

1120 

1162 

and  Schools  ‘i  Overcrowding  ... 



13 

14 

1 Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

c — 

— 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

J3  

o 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

S 998 

90 

94 

Cowsheds 

o — 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  and  Workshops  ... 

S 263 

57 

57 

Slaughterhouses 

1 984 

1 

1 

Canal  Boats 

o; 

u 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

c — 

285 

293 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

S — 

67 

69 

Water  Closets  ... 

‘w  — 

504 

501 

TT  ■ I Defective  Traps  & other  faults 

House  Drainage  { No  Disconnection  

> 

o 

^ 

500 

2 

501 

2 

Other  faults  



27 

27 

Water  Supply  ... 

— 

— 

Pigstyes 

3 

— 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Offensive  Trades 

£ 

49 

50 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

f 523 

21 

20 

Other  Nuisances 

70 

71 

Totals 

t 

3451 

3520 

No. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

1 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

— 'I  Work  done  by 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  ... 

— (■ 

(Jounty  (JouiicH  s 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

J 

Inspector. 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Use 

— 

Note  — Where  an  inspection  or  notice  embraces  more  than 

one  defect  it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as  regards  each 
such  defect. 

Precautions  aoainst  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

278 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 

265 

Schools  jy  jy  )J 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of 

— 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

— 

Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infec- 

tious  Disease  

— 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or 

Things 

— 

Convictions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or 

Things 

— 

6i 


Total  Tonnage  collected,  1897— 23,669;  1898—22,311;  1899—23,838;  1900—24,624:  1901—24,552;  1902—22,541; 
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